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Read also Deuteronomy 5:33 - 6:7.  

 
 
 
What do you think is the purpose of the nuclear family?  
 
The nuclear family is the basic social unit of a married father 

and mother and 2.4 children who live under one roof. Only, in 2020 
the average number of children in the nuclear family is 1.93.1  

 
What do you think is the purpose of the nuclear family?  
 
You might say, “To raise children to become productive 

members of society.” That’s how my father always expressed his 
goal for me. My mother would say, “If she would just do her chores 
and be nice to her brother, I would be happy!” 

 
As a mother myself, my goals were for my children to take an 

interest in church, sports, doing well in school, living a healthy 
lifestyle, and having harmony in the family. You know how great it 
is when the family gets along with each other. Harmony was 
important because we had six children. Harmony was the gift of 
peace. 

 
What do you think is the purpose of the nuclear family?  
 
You might say, “To show faithfulness to my spouse over the 

long haul.” That is indeed an important purpose of the nuclear 
family because faithfulness between husband and wife reflects the 
faithfulness of God. 

 
You belong to two families—your personal family. And, you 

belong to your church family. 
 
Family is extremely important to God. God has goals for God’s 

people. You heard them prescribed in the Deuteronomy passage. 
Read Scripture and obey what it says. Teach it to your nuclear and 
extended family. Love the Lord; stand in awe of him. Commit 
yourself wholeheartedly to the Lord.  

 
This will bless you.  
 
This theme is carried on in the New Testament. Let’s read it. 

READ 1 Corinthians 1:3-11 (see below) 
 

 
1 Today, just 18% of US households are ‘nuclear families’ with a married 

couple and children. This is down 40% from the 1970s. See 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/718084/average-number-of-own-children-per-
family/, accessed July 13, 2022. 

 
 
This is about finding our purpose as God’s family, The Church. 
 
Paul wrote this to the church in Corinth. He also wrote it to 

First Presbyterian Church Duncanville because its message is for 
Jesus’ church. He said, “The gates of hell will not prevail against it” 
(Mt 16:18). Here is how God makes this happen: 

 
➢ God has given you gracious gifts because you belong to 

Jesus 
➢ God has enriched your church in every way because 

you belong to Jesus 
➢ You have every spiritual gift you need to stay strong to 

the end 
➢ God will keep you in this because God is faithful 
 

All of that is God’s part as Father of this family. 
 
God is a provider; a giver; a strengthener, and committed 

to holding you up. 
 

Things go wrong – God is there 
We all receive this. There are burdens we bear in life and we 
do not bear them alone. 
 

You don’t have enough – God comes through 
Think of the budget of this church. As we have been faithful 
to give and stretched to do ministry during COVID, somehow 
the provision has been there for us. Look around you. We 
have a whole new church. How did this happen? 
 
God has given you gifts because you are part of Jesus’ family. 

Are you also being generous with the gifts God has given you?  
 
As a member of the family, you have an active role to fulfill 

God’s goals. 
 
My father used to tell me: “You can’t just sit around here and 

look pretty.” Being a part of God’s family means you actively 
participate.  

 
➢ God has invited you into partnership with Jesus 
 

You join the partnership. 
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This requirement is not new. Each day I get emails from media 
that begins with the announcement “Breaking News.” This is not 
breaking news. Think of the Bible as a newspaper: 

 
From Moses, the Staff Writer for the Old Testament Times:   

“These are the standards God has set. Commit yourselves 
wholeheartedly and teach your family.” 
 

From Apostle Paul, the Staff Writer for the New Testament Times: 
“God has given you every spiritual gift you need to be strong; 
and invited you into partnership with his Son. Exercise your 
gifts for each other.” 
 

From the Presbyterian Church, for its members (that’s you!): 
“Do you promise to serve Christ Jesus in the church by 
actively participating in worship, study, service, and ministry 
to others to the best of your ability?” 
 
The good news is that you have been given the assets and the 

strength you need to do this! It is a win-win for you! Are you joining 
the effort? 

 
Paul goes on: 
‘I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, live in harmony 
with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church, but 
one mind, united in thought and purpose.’ 
 
Why? It is the “flavor” or the “DNA” of the Church. 
 
There’s harmony among the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. Our one purpose: Love God, love each other. 
 
Trust has declined. Our nation has lost vision and is 

hopelessly mired in division. It is not to be that way here. You are 
part of the family where we live by a higher purpose, and exercise 
our gifts through one mind, united in thought and purpose. 

 
We are family standing strong together. The LORD has given 

us this amazing gift. 
 
How are you standing? You do not need to fall or flee or fail, 

even when things go wrong. You have this family. And God is 
committed to making you strong. It is a win-win for you.   

 
AMEN 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 1:3-11 
 

3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace 
and peace.   
4 I always thank my God for you and for the gracious gifts he has 
given you, now that you belong to Christ Jesus.   
5 Through him, God has enriched your church in every way -- with 
all of your eloquent words and all of your knowledge.  
6 This confirms that what I told you about Christ is true.   
7 Now you have every spiritual gift you need as you eagerly wait 
for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
8 He will keep you strong to the end so that you will be free from 
all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns.   
9 God will do this, for he is faithful to do what he says, and he has 
invited you into partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
10 I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let 
there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united 
in thought and purpose.   
11 For some members of Chloe's household have told me about 
your quarrels, my dear brothers and sisters. 

 


