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From our Session

Paul on Prayer

| enjoy reading the Bible in different ways.
Recently, over a period of a few months, |
read the New Testament letters. | was
intrigued by how Paul’s letters (the Apostle,
not me!) have a lot of references to prayer.
After reading his letters, I'd say prayer was a
substantial part of his life. Perhaps you will
be similarly impressed. Here are a few
observations. (Scripture references are to the
New Living Translation.)

What does Paul pray?

Paul often begins a letter by wishing his
readers grace and peace. Although this is a
wish, it is also a prayer since grace and peace
come to people from God. This frequent wish
or prayer reminds us that, although God
gives us these gifts of grace and peace, He
wants us to ask for them.

Paul thanks God for the people who are
receiving his letter. He thanks God for their
growth in the Christian life. He is grateful to
God that they are choosing to express their
faith in deeds of love and kindness. He also
gives praise to God for His greatness and
goodness. In Colossians 1:9 he prays that his
readers will have knowledge of God'’s will and
spiritual wisdom and understanding.

Have you had a thought that you need to
pray for someone or something but didn't
know what to ask God for in this particular
situation? Paul teaches us in Romans 8:26
that the Holy Spirit prays for us — edits our
prayers to make them in accordance with
God's will. So, we can pray something not
very specific, or even just pray without any
detail words. It is a great relief to me to know
this fact because I'm aware that | often don't
know God's will for the situation but feel a
need to pray.

How much does Paul pray?

When [ set out to write this article, | had in
mind that he prayed always — continuously.
Indeed, in Colossians 1 Paul tells us this.
Thus, | was surprised to read in another place
that he prayed briefly (Galatians 1:3); he

apparently wanted to get on with his
complaint to the readers. Elsewhere
(Philippians 1:3,4) he prays when the
people “come to mind". Personally, I'm
comforted to know that I'm not alone in
praying with different amounts of
enthusiasm in different situations!

Perhaps we can say that prayer was Paul's
first thought in any situation and that he
showed us by example that he had the
habit of praying as his first action when
dealing with people. “Lord, help me to
learn from Paul’'s example”.

Prayers answered ‘no’ or ‘wait’

Even though Paul was an apostle, he had to
accept God's responses to his prayers that
were not what he wanted. There was the
“thorn in the flesh” which Paul prayed more
than once to be removed. There were travel
plans to which God said ‘'no’. Paul doesn’t
say much about these. He does go on living
and moving in the direction to which God
has called him. He accepted his hardships,
including imprisonment, and found joy in
whatever God said. | conclude from reading
about his difficulties and their outcomes
that he exercised faith that God would
continue to hear him when he prayed.

What might these thoughts mean to us?

Prayer should fit into our lives as a driving
force.

Everyone needs prayer, even if only for the
basics of grace and peace.

We can pray with confidence that the Holy
Spirit will pray on our behalf and in our
best interest.

We can trust God to show us His path for
us be it pleasant or not.

Saul
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May Birthdays

If we've missed your birthday and you would like us to
include it in this "birthday” section of the newsletter,
please contact us at (972) 298-3043 or info@fpcd.org.
Thank you.

Clint Benford, May 5
Steve Bayless, May 7
Marna Bayless, May 22

Gary Walters, May 22
Alexander Gaskins, May 31

dnoup yino, ssajiea

Yyino, 3eduw)

I1NAIHDS AVASINAIM

w'e 0§:0L — 2In19s diysiopn
weglLe — uonesnp3j uensuyd

31NA3IHDS AVANNS

d3iLsand3ay IDIAYIS NUINLIH

6.10°podymmm

610 padj@ojul

2L£5-862 (226) / €v0€-862 (216)
9LLS. X1 ‘ITIIANVONNAQ
13341S NVINITYd LSV evS
HOYNHD NVIYI1AG9SIdd 1SHld

2022 MINISTRY RECEIPTS UPDATE

Receipts Expenditures

March
Jan - Mar

$39,373
$82,557

$24,562
$65,890



