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Read also Romans 12:3-11. 

 
The church has people with informally designated functions. 

These positions are to strengthen the church. These are not 
professional positions, though some of them might be. They are: 

 Prophet 
 Minister 
 Teacher 
 Exhorter 
 Giver 
 Leader 
 Empathetic one 

 
You might recognize yourself in this unofficial list. This list 

was compiled when the church was in its infancy but these 
positions are still relevant and needed today.  
 

They are important not just for the church, but for the nation 
who belongs to the Lord. Israel was God’s nation. America is “One 
nation under God.” The church functions not just for itself but as a 
guide and light to the nation. Remember the hymn “We’ve a story 
to tell to the nations.” 
 

The church is not to isolate. Rather, we are to be a beacon of 
light. 
 

Today we begin a book about a prophet. You and I might 
think of the prophet as that evangelist on TV or on the street 
corner or outside the football stadium shouting “repent” to the 
annoyance of everyone.  
 

That’s not the definition we find in the Bible. That’s not who 
Habakkuk was. 
 

The prophet observes the social order around him or her—
there were female prophets in the Bible. And then, having a heart 
for God, being close to God and understanding God’s character, 
the prophet reminds the nation’s leaders and the people of their 
obligation to their covenant with God. He also warns the people of 
punishment when they stray. 
 

Don’t let that scare you. 
 

Rev. Dr. Dale Patterson says, “God brings accountability and 
judgment, but not as an end, not in condemnation, but in rescue, 
restoration, and redemption.”1 
 

In other words, punishment comes to help us right ourselves 
and return to faith. 

                                                 
1 Dale Patterson, “Enjoy Life, Enjoy God,” August 10, 2021.  

 
So God gives us prophets. 

 
Habakkuk was raised up as a prophet in the 600s (7th 

Century) B.C. Israel had turned away from God. They began 
following the gods of the pagan nations around them. Politics, 
rather than God, became important. The society was unstable. 
Violence, abuse of the law, oppression of the righteous was 
rampant. People were straying away from God’s standard. They 
were going it alone. They could no longer see or hear God.  
 

And God was silent, or so it seemed. But God is never 
inactive and unaware. Let’s read the passage. READ Habakkuk 
1:1-11 
 

Do you ever have circumstances that cause you to wonder 
where is God? Is God aware? Is God near?  
 

That’s what Habakkuk saw. He saw that his nation was 
moving away from God and God’s standards.  
 

The prophet was very concerned about that and he began 
praying for his nation. 
 

The church must have people with this attitude toward the 
community. Church people must be aware of their city and how 
people are thinking—and also who is close to God; concerned 
with God’s concerns.  
 

Habakkuk was saying, “Are you going to do anything about 
this, God? There’s violence and destruction and strife and 
contention in our nation. Righteousness is not valued. People are 
perverted in their judgment of things.” 
 

You might say that when you watch the internet or read the 
news. You might share Habakkuk’s concerns. He asks God a 
question: 

How long are you going to ignore me and not listen to me? 
Usually it is God asking the question of people—how long 
are you going to ignore God? But here it is reversed. 

 
We need God! If God does not step in and act, we fall away. 

It is important for someone to be that link between US and GOD, 
between the community and God. 
 

Are you concerned enough when our nation turns away from 
its faith that you stop and pray? Do you boldly call God to action? 
Here’s a sample prayer: 

How long, Lord, must I call for help? But you do not listen! 
I’m telling you, “Violence is everywhere!” but you do not  
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come to save. Why must I watch all this misery? Wherever I 
look, I see destruction and violence. I am surrounded by 
people who love to argue and fight. The law has become 
paralyzed, and there is no justice in the courts.   

 
That’s a bold prayer—be bold! This prayer challenges God to 

act. God’s enemy will be in trouble from the start if you are willing 
to pray this type of prayer! 
 

God responded: 
“Look at the nations, and see! Be astonished! Be 

astounded! For a work is being done in your days that you 
would not believe if you were told.” 

 
God continued to say, I am bringing an enemy against them 

to deal with their arguing and perverted justice. 
 

Why? Does God just want to injure and annihilate them? Is 
God sick of God’s people and turning God’s back on them?  NOT 
AT ALL! 
 

Another prophet, Hosea, says remember the promise. 
Especially when times are bad we must remember. The promise 
is this (1:10): 

Yet the number of Israel shall be like sand of the sea, 
which can be neither measured nor numbered, and in the 
place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it 
shall be said to them, “Children of the living God.”  

 
God’s promise drives God, who is always at work, even in 

bad times. In your own life, you can see that too. Dale Patterson 
writes: “Hosea’s message brings judgment and accountability, a 
pruning, a culling takes place that brings life. Critics often picture 
God as a vengeful, vindictive tyrant, not so. Wrath is not a temper 
tantrum but a tool of God’s rebuilding.” 
 

God never leaves us alone! We can walk away—or, we can 
lean into God’s rebuilding. 
 

Why should we have this implicit trust in God, even when 
things look bad? In fact, God would send the Babylonians, people 
who are incredibly ruthless, strong, and menacing. But note this—
they have an Achilles heel.  
 

God says:  “Their own might is their god!” (vs. 11)  
 

God’s enemy, even though ruthless, even though they have 
no respect for God, God’s enemy is in trouble from the start 
because there is a power much greater than all the human 
power combined. Thus, in the long run, they are no match for the 
people whose God is the Lord. The enemy might be strong . . . 
 

 But your God’s power is everlasting.  
 Your God has created the ends of the earth. 
 Your God has perfect timing to help you. 
 Your God understands your situation. 
 Your God does not faint or grow weary and strengthens 

you when you are faint and powerless. 
 Your God sets you on your feet after a fall. 
 Your God overcomes fear. 

Your God says take courage, “For I, the Lord your God, hold 
your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Do not fear, I will help you” 
(Isaiah 41:13). 
 

Roles in the church—and prophet is one of them—these 
roles are important to build you up and to guide our community. 
Our nation is “one nation under God.”  Are you helping others to 
turn to God in our struggles and concerns? How do you help 
them? Live into your redemption. Find out your gifts and use them 
to build others up. Your God does not faint or grow weary. He will 
strengthen you. 
 

AMEN 
 
 
 


