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Read also Psalm 27:1-5 

 
 
Did your parents or teachers ever use sayings to motivate you? 

My mother used to say,  
“You need to get a wiggle on and get that paper done.” 
 
“It’s hard!” I would reply. 
  
“It's supposed to be hard,” she’d say. “But you have the 
opportunity to shine.” 

 
Tom Hanks, playing the coach Jimmy Dugan in A League of 

Their Own, said something similar to Dottie Hinson, his most 
talented player. She quit after one year because it was too hard. 
He said,  

“If it were easy, everyone would do it. It’s the hard that 
makes it great.”1 

 
All these sayings go back to a philosopher who lived in the 

first century, shortly after Jesus. His name was Plutarch. He said it 
this way,  

“Courage consists not in hazarding without fear; but being 
resolutely minded in a just cause.”  

 
For me, the just cause was doing homework. For Dottie 

Hinson, it was sticking with the All-American Girls Professional 
Baseball League. For Plutarch, it was leading his academy. 
 

“If it were easy, everyone would be doing it.” 
 

For the Christian it is the challenge of getting outside yourself 
and following the vision of God for you. Today’s story includes the 
vision of God for two men. Let’s read it. READ Acts 9:10-19 
 

Plutarch who must have known all about Paul and the 
Christians also said, “Those who aim at great deeds must also 
suffer greatly.” 
 

Let’s take Ananias. He was your average church goer. He 
lives in Damascus, where Paul had traveled. Imagine Ananias 
praying one day and he has a vision. The vision creates fear. 
 

Visions are part of faith.  

 Abraham was spoken to in visions numerous times. 

                                                 
1 Marshall, P., (Director), (1992), A League of their Own [Film]. Parkway 

Productions 

 Jacob was told to return to the land of his fathers in a 
vision. 

 Joseph was given visions of his future. 

 Samuel was directed by the voice of God. 

 Isaiah was called by a vision and a voice. 
 
Visions, and the voice of God, speak to immediate actions of 

individuals and distant plans of God. When God is involved, those 
instructions are often challenging for us. 
 

It might just be easier to deny visions are given! 
 “If it were easy, everyone would be doing it.”  
 

We must remember though,  
“It’s the hard that makes it great.”  

 
Ananias did not ignore the vision, but he did protest:  

“Master, you can’t be serious. Everybody’s talking about 
this man and the terrible things he’s been doing, his reign of 
terror against your people in Jerusalem! And now he’s shown 
up here (in Damascus) with papers from the Chief Priest that 
give him license to do the same to us” (Acts 9:13-14, The 
Message). 

 
As far as Ananias was concerned, this was a suicide 

mission. 
 

He knew Saul had come to Damascus specifically to 
persecute and pursue the demise of Christians. Why would the 
Christian community receive him? 
 

Was he really a follower of Jesus? Or was this a ploy to dupe 
the Christian community into his hands so he could then turn them 
over to the High Priest? 
 

So what would Ananias do? Would he obey? Was he a 
believer who was really in the game? 
 

Let’s think about this in the life of a 21st century person. 
Watch this video of the actor Stephen Baldwin. He’s a believer but 
what kind of believer would he be? Listen for the vision cast for 
him and his wife.2 
 

“Not everybody is willing to be obedient to it.”  
~ Stephen Baldwin 

 

                                                 
2 “Meet Stephen Baldwin,” I Am Second/film, https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=FBUGupxSCUA, accessed June 24, 2021.   
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So that day, the Lord went to the mat with Ananias to reach 
Saul. Even in the face of sure and certain danger, Jesus said just 
the right thing to help Ananias to do the called-for task. 
 

Do you think Jesus has a will for you? Do you think Jesus 
can make his will known to you? Are you in the game for real? 
 

Ananias responded; he went to Straight Street, asked for 
Saul, laid his hands on him and said: 
 

Brother Saul!   
 

John Stott calls this “a gesture of love to a blind man.”3 Saul, 
my brother, the Lord Jesus sent me to you. . . What treasured 
words of love. 
 

What courage on Ananias’ part. It’s not easy to say those 
words to a perceived enemy. 
 

Ananias went to Saul only after the Lord told him this: “I 
myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name.” 
  

That seemed odd to me. That seemed like – Saul, you have 
persecuted me; wait until you see how much you are going to be 
persecuted! 
 

Is Jesus getting back at poor old Saul? 
 

So I prayed and prayed for understanding. 
 

Saul’s zeal led him to misuse power. Jesus saw it and said, 
You may think you are defeating your enemy but it actually hurts 
you more. 
 

Jesus overcame Saul’s abuse by revealing himself to Saul.  
 

Why? Because he had been abused on the cross, had even 

died, and there Jesus stood, alive! 
 

In God’s hands, the worst suffering is overcome. 
In God’s hands, the cross becomes victory. 
In God’s hands our lowest point, our greatest suffering 
becomes triumphant. 

   
Saul had a complete reversal.  

 
Many people describe becoming a Christian in the same 

way, something about Jesus becomes clear; seeing Jesus like 
never before. Like Stephen Baldwin, Saul knew it would only be 
an effective lifestyle if he was actually in the game. So Saul 
decided yes, he would be in the fray.  
 

Now Jesus was asking Saul to go to others just like him; 
others who are in the same bondage of “resistance and rage.”  
 

It would be a hard job. 
 

                                                 
3John R. W. Stott, The Message of Acts, p. 175.  

Jesus admitted that to him when he said: 
 
“Those who aim at great deeds must also suffer greatly.” 

 
Jesus pulls no punches. He lets us know that “It’s not easy.” 

If it was, everyone would be doing it. Jesus wants you and me to 
go to people who are “just like we were.”  There’s power in 
speaking to others from a position of experience with the same 
struggles as them. 
 

Are you hesitating because it’s hard?” Jesus reassures you: 
“It’s the hard that makes it great.” 
 

My mother said, 
“It's supposed to be hard. But you will have the opportunity to 

let Jesus shine through you!” 
 

If it were easy, everyone would be doing it.  
 

AMEN 
 


