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Read also Ezekiel 3:10-14 

 
 
Is the Holy Spirit really real? 

 
We heard Ezekiel‟s story—his name means “God 

strengthens.” He lived in Babylon in 597 B.C. He was married. He 
writes that he saw visions of God. He describes his visions. He 
heard God‟s voice. When God spoke, he felt the Spirit of God 
enter into him. He tells us God said: “Son of man, let all my words 
sink deep into your own heart first. Listen to them carefully for 
yourself.” (Ez 3:10) 
 

This is the Holy Spirit at work.  
 

The Holy Spirit strengthens us with knowledge of God. 
The Bible says that people who ignore the Word are “without 
knowledge.” 
 

Ezekiel wrote, “I, [God,] will give you a new heart and put a 
new spirit in you.” (Ez 36:26a) That is a very desirable experience 
to have your heart opened; to receive a new, hopeful Spirit, 
because God’s presence always brings hope. 
 

Ezekiel was to let that experience enliven his own heart first 
and then teach it to the people. That is the role of the Christian 
teacher and preacher. 
 

That is the role of every believer. 
 

Do you ever find yourself moved with a thought to call 
someone or drop by their house? Or send an unexpected card to 
a friend or acquaintance?  
 

One day I was driving to Austin to see my sons, and headed 
south on Loop 12, then to I-20, then I-35. As I drove I suddenly 
got the urge to stop off in Red Oak and see a neighbor. Mind you, 
I had not lived in Red Oak for several years. I had not seen nor 
heard from the friend who was on my mind. I resisted the thought. 
But then, again, the quiet voice continued. Why don’t you exit and 
take Cockrell Hill south? You haven’t seen that beautiful area for a 
while.    
 

These thoughts were strong and persistent. 
 

So, even though I felt just crazy following that voice, I found 
myself exiting on Cockrell Hill Road and driving through the 
countryside. 
 

What in the world would I say to this woman I had not seen 
for several years? “Oh hi, I was just in the neighborhood and 
thought I would drop by!” You don‟t accidently drop by on 
Hampton Road where it ends and turns into a dirt road. 
 

I was filled with anxiety.  
 

As I turned on her street, I thought, I will knock once and if 
she doesn’t answer, I’m leaving. I knocked. Within seconds the 
door opened. She was thrilled to see me. Come to find out it was 
a very hard time in her life. Her husband had lost his job and she 
was in ill health. We talked for an hour and that was the first of 
many conversations that ministered not only to her but also to me. 
 

The Spirit lifted Ezekiel up, he heard the voice of God, and in 
a 21st century way, the Spirit lifted and spoke to me, too. 
 

Have you been moved to reach out to someone? It might 
seem impractical but could lead to the greatest blessing for you 
and the person to whom you are sent.  
 

Philip described his experience as an angel of the Lord told 
me to go down this road. The road was equally as obscure. It‟s 
out in the country and through the most desolate land. But it 
carried international travelers from Jerusalem to Gaza and from 
there to Egypt, Ethiopia, and to the ends of the earth. 
 

In obedience Philip headed down the road. I wonder if he 
thought: what am I doing this for, like me. His obedience netted 
him a great blessing. 
 

The Holy Spirit really speaks and guides you and me. The 
Holy Spirit is really real. Are you listening to the nudges of the 
Spirit? 
 

Who would have imagined an important dignitary of Ethiopia 
would travel this road, seeking to worship the Lord. This was 
predicted by Isaiah at least 700 years before: (Is 2:2-3) 

 
In the last days, the mountain of the LORD's house will 

be the highest of all -- the most important place on earth. . . . 
People from all over the world will stream there to worship.  
People from many nations will come and say, “Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of Jacob's 
God. There he will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths.”  

 
The Ethiopian Eunuch was doing exactly that. Was he 

drawn? Who drew him? Does God really care?  
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Again, Isaiah speaks many years before the Ethiopian 
Eunuch was born: 

“Listen! It's the voice of someone shouting, „Clear the 
way through the wilderness for the LORD! Make a straight 
highway through the wasteland for our God!‟” (Isaiah 40:3). 

 
Yes, yes, yes, God cares. You may not see it. But I 

encourage you to look. 
 

C. S. Lewis talks about a longing God places in all of us 
which nothing on earth will satisfy. The longing seems just out of 
reach, but it is enough to propel us to seek God. Lewis says, “If I 
find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can 
satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for 
another world.”1 We must open ourselves to that other world, the 
spiritual world. The spiritual world is all around you. You may need 
help seeing it or trusting it.  
 

If a man or a woman were ever to find our way back to the 
Father we require God‟s leadership and direction. Lewis states, 
“Supposing God became man—suppose our human nature which 
can suffer and die was amalgamated with God’s nature in one 
person—then that person could help us.”2  
 

The Ethiopian Eunuch felt enough of the Spirit that he went 
to the temple to worship. And he bought a Bible to read. But have 
you ever struggled with some of the Bible‟s passages? Do you 
ever wonder what they mean?  
 

Do you ever want to give up or cast the Bible aside? What‟s 
God‟s plan to help us? 
 

God has written this Word over the course of time. God has 
sent Jesus to help us. 
 

God, through the Holy Spirit brought Philip into this 
foreigner‟s life at just the right time. Who knows what the man‟s 
personal experience was at that moment. Who knows why he felt 
compelled to go to church. Perhaps the church gave him a Bible. 
On the way home, he read it. 
 

Perhaps he was returning to an empty house, or a house 
burned down, or a sick family member, or a challenging job as 
Treasury Secretary for Queen Candace of Ethiopia. Perhaps he 
said, “What‟s life all about? And he was seeking answers.” 
 

He was reading it but he didn‟t understand. 
 

Does God care? Yes! Yes! Yes! 
 

How do we know? Take a look at your own life. Are you open 
to those who come to you at just the right time?  
 

Have you missed it? My friend did not have to open the door. 
She could have looked out the curtains and said, I’m not dressed; 

                                                 
1 C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, (New York: MacMillan Publishing Co., 

2001), 136. 
2 Ibid., 58. 

 

I don’t have any makeup on, I’ve been crying; I’m not opening the 
door. 
 

Or I could have said, “This is ridiculous; I don‟t have time; I‟m 
not going to be swayed by such a silly notion. 
 

But when you say yes and when you allow yourself to follow 
the nudge, you might be tremendously blessed, even if you think it 
is going to be hard. 
 

That very thing has happened in this church. A young man 
from a foreign country called and said, “I am a Muslim but I want 
to study Christianity. Would I be welcome in your church?” 
 

A wonderful Administrative Assistant said, “Yes you would! 
Come on Sunday at 10:30.” Then she even called him back and 
said, “There‟s a Bible class at 9:15. If you come, you can study 
even more.” He accepted the invitation. 
 

After a few months, I had the great privilege of leading him to 
faith in Jesus Christ and baptizing him.  
 

Why does the Holy Spirit nudge us to go on these odd 
missions? God cares. God has a plan. What an exquisite gift to be 
a part of the plan. 
 

It happened in 33 A.D. It happened in 2019. 
 

It happens today. Do you want to be blessed by experiencing 
someone‟s conversion? There‟s no better experience. Open 
yourself to the possibilities. God will use you. 
 

God cares about the insider and the foreigner, the young and 
old, rich and poor, religious and non-religious, the sick and strong. 
The Spirit is all around you. 
The Spirit is in you. 
 

Bless someone, even if you think it is going to be hard or 
weird. Help others to discover what it means to be in a living 
relationship with God. Do you need to be in a living relationship 
with God? 
 

AMEN 
 

Ezekiel 3:10-14 
 

[The voice of the LORD said to me], "Son of man, let all my words 
sink deep into your own heart first. Listen to them carefully for 
yourself. Then go to your people in exile and say to them, 'This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says!' Do this whether they listen to 
you or not." Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard a loud 
rumbling sound behind me. (May the glory of the LORD be 
praised in his place!) It was the sound of the wings of the living 
beings as they brushed against each other and the rumbling of 
their wheels beneath them. The Spirit lifted me up and took me 
away. I went in bitterness and turmoil, but the LORD's hold on me 
was strong. 

 
 

 


