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Read also Proverbs 5:15-23 

 
 
 
What a wonderful thing God has done to save us: 

 
He inhabits the Word from the beginning 
He is one with God 
His hidden glory unveiled in creation 
Now revealed in Jesus Christ— 

 
What a beautiful, powerful, wonderful name.1 
  

No rival 
No equal 
King of Kings  
Overcomer of death 
Forever and ever! 

 
How can this great blessing happen to us? How can heaven 

come down to save us? How can our sin, our boasting, and the 
grave be silenced? 
 

Do you hear the power of that forgiveness!  
 

Jesus Christ so changes lives that fledgling disciples who 
failed him miserably were able to turn and go forth with all the 
passion of new hope, new dreams, and new direction. 
 

Today we are going to hear about the story of one couple 
who found that new direction and how their bond of faith played 
out in their marriage and in the community. For the church is 
called to go to those outside itself. Jesus said,  

“And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere -- in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

 
That was a problem! The problem was that they weren‟t too 

crazy about the people in some of those areas! They had made it 
a habit of avoiding them their entire lives! Remember their disdain 
for the Samaritans? Remember their hostility toward the Gentiles? 
This was not going to be an easy job. However, the message was 
extremely compelling! 
 
What a powerful name it is. 

No rival!  
No equal!  

                                                 
1 Listen to “What a Beautiful Name” by Hillsong from which the lyrics are 

quoted. 

King of Kings!  
Overcomer of death 
Forever and ever! 
 
When you think of the message you bear and the Person of 

Jesus, what about him compels you? Is it the fact that your worst 
behavior is not held against you? Is it the wonder of seeing God‟s 
work in your life? Is it the grace of new open doors? What 
compels you? Why do you love Jesus? Can you answer that 
question? Can you clearly define the things he brings to your life? 
 

Well, Paul and the believers at that time could. They set out 
purposefully to tell others—to the larger city-centers first, then 
radiating out from there. Should we be following their pattern? Do 
we have such a strategic plan?  
 

Hear these words from John Stott: 
„The rise of urban civilization,‟ wrote Professor Harvey 

Cox in The Secular City, is one of the „hallmarks of our era.‟2 
„Urbanization,‟ he continued, „constitutes a massive change 
in the way men live together,‟ as they have moved from tribe 
to town to technopolis. The urban experience includes a 
cluster of things like communications and mobility, the 
disintegration of traditional religion, impersonality and 
anonymity, human planning, control and bureaucracy. And in 
the decayed inner cities of our time we would have to add 
economic neglect, racial disadvantage, unemployment, poor 
housing and education, crime violence, family breakdown, 
and tension between the police and community.3 

 
Those words were written in 1990; thirty years ago. 

 
This challenges the church, which rarely has a plan to reach 

out as was done at the time of Christ. How are we at integrating 
with city planners, local government, urban specialists, 
developers, social workers, schools, even manicured parks and 
open spaces within the city?  
 

We can assume everyone has a church in our town, but 
many do not. Just ask a local teacher at the local high school. He 
can inform you about the state of faith in our students, which 
reflects the faith of their parents.  
 
Yet, what a wonderful thing God has done to save us: 
  

Nothing can stand against his name.  

                                                 
2 Harvey Cox, The Secular City in The Message of Acts: The Spirit, the 

Church & the World by John R. W. Stott (Macmillan, 1965), 1. 
3 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Acts: The Spirit, the Church & the World 

(Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1990), 292. 
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He has no rival.  
He has no equal 
Now and forever he reigns.   

His is the name above all names. 
 

A man named Aquila lived in Rome. He was married to 
Priscilla. Together they were the first Jewish people to believe in 
Jesus and they spoke about Christianity in the local synagogue. 
This would have been risky. It would have been controversial. But 
they did it together, as partners. Husband and wife who loved 
Jesus thought that it was most important to share him with the 
Roman community. 
 

What did Jesus bring to their lives? Forgiveness of sins. A 
new life in Christ—new beginnings! A better marriage. A better 
family, because the Bible gives us advice. This is very good news.  
 

Well, as life would have it, controversy arose due to their 
words. READ: Acts 18:1-4 
 

Each week at the synagogue, the local “church” if you will, 
Paul would try to convince people to believe in Jesus. He, along 
with Priscilla and Aquila talked to everyone —Jews and Greeks 
alike so they would know that Jesus is the Messiah.   
 

Why is it important to know that? 
 

It is important because life has its hardships. God wants to 
walk with us throughout our lives. We cannot do this on our own 
because we simply struggle with seeing God. But the Bible 
predicted that God would send a Messiah to save us. That 
Messiah is Jesus, who brings heaven down to us. He loves us so 
much that he forgives our sins and invites us to follow him. 
Priscilla and Aquila shared that we are then given the power of the 
Holy Spirit to help us live well. 
 

What a beautiful name it is. Nothing can stand against it! 
 

After a year and a half, Paul was attacked by the Jews and 
brought before the local Roman proconsul, Gallio. Gallio refused 
to condemn Christianity and this was the first time that it stood as 
a legitimate religion.  
 

What if Paul had no strategic plan? What if Priscilla and 
Aquila had not taken Paul in and partnered with him in telling 
others about this wonderful LORD? 
 

You would not know today. You would not be sitting in this 
church filled with hope. Once again they moved. READ Acts 
18:18-19, 24-26 
 

“Teamwork makes dreams work.” It was a dream to think that 
a new way of relating to God would ever come out of faith in 
Jesus. 
 

It was a dream that the Roman government would embrace 
Christianity in 313 A.D. and in 323 A.D. proclaim it the official 
religion of the Roman Empire. It was a dream that for years from 
that point Christianity would be embraced by one nation after 

another—and eventually the United States of America would be 
formed to allow YOU the freedom of religion. 
 

It began with a married couple who were told about Jesus, 
accepted Jesus and said, This is worth talking about, even 
though every time they did, they eventually had to move because 
so many people resisted the message. 
 

Paul said this about them: 
“[They are] my co-workers in the ministry of Christ 

Jesus. In fact, they once risked their lives for me. I am 
thankful to them, and so are all the Gentile churches” 
(Romans 16:3-4). 

 
What is the focus of your marriage? How are you raising your 

children and grandchildren? What is your plan—and the plan of 
this church, which, by the way, is YOUR PLAN to reach your 
neighborhood. 
 

Life in the city includes technological “communications and 
mobility, the disintegration of traditional religion, impersonality and 
anonymity, human planning, control and bureaucracy. Everyday 
life deals with economic neglect, racial disadvantage, 
unemployment, poor housing and education, crime violence, 
family breakdown, and tension between the police and 
community.”4 But you have a significant, hopeful, dream-filled 
message to share.  
 

How are you working with your fellow believers as a team? 
What decisions are you and your husband or wife making as a 
family to lead your own family and those around you? 

 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is 
The name of Jesus. 

 
AMEN 
 

                                                 
4 Ibid., 292-293. 

 


