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Our Mission: Connecting with God and sharing the Good News
of Jesus Christ with the community.

Fromv Sesscon— Dud-Guihrie

The start of a new year is a good time to look back at what has occurred in

FIRST :
PRESBYTERIAN the last year and look forward to the new year. | would like to look back a
CHURCH little further. | have been on Session six years out of the last seven. There

543 East Freeman St. have been some dramatic changes during that period.

Duncanville, TX 75116
(972) 298-3043

When | came onto Session in January, 2007, the church’s situation was not
fax: (972) 298-5312

good. The expenses were exceeding income by about $2,000 a month. We

'&‘;Sv?ggfggrrg had enough money to last at most 2 more years. During the previous year
o we had lost several families. We considered yoking with the Desoto church
CHURCH STAFF: to cut expenses. The congregation was against this with some even
Rev. Ginger Hertenstein, suggesting we go ahead and close the church. Shortly after that, the
Pastor pastor was asked to resign. This was all in the first six months.
Sggr?llmGs?rsalg\’/’es We then starting working to be sure the church survived. Presbytery
Assistant/Bookkeeper furnished a minister to moderate Session meetings. We had different

ministers fill the pulpit on Sundays. The Session members took the
pastoral duties. After a few months we selected Ginger Hertenstein to
serve as Stated Supply and moderate the Session. We didn’t feel we could
afford a full time pastor at that time. The optimism and enthusiasm of the
congregation began to improve. About a year late we felt we were stable
enough and could afford to hire a full time pastor. After a search and
following the steps required by Presbytery, Ginger was selected to be
pastor.

Steve Netniss,
Youth Pastor

Steve Bayless,
Choir Director
Sami Froncek
Accompanist

Sean Russell,
Sound Room Technician

Susan Murphy
Nursery

Since that time many positive things have occurred in the church. Our
music has continued to be outstanding thanks to the 2 choir directors we
have had and the talent of the choir members. We improved the tech
portion of the services and have gone online. The youth group has grown
and has impacted the lives of those who attend. Storytelling has been
incorporated into the worship services. The last three years we have had a
budget that bordered on being unrealistically optimistic. We have met
them all and even reached the income portion of our budget by the end of
November in 2013. We have had the Conversation with God series to help
us to connect with God. We saw the miraculous recovery of Tristan Russell.
In 2012, we had a live nativity that was well attended even having cars stop
on the street to see what was happening. A new Sunday school class on
the basics was started. Then came the Festival of Hope last October that
through the hard work of the entire congregation we were able to raise
over $50,000 for Duncanville Outreach Ministry. This activity had a positive
impact on the whole community.
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Words from Session (continued)
A

When you compare the last paragraph with the situation in 2007,
the contrast is amazing. The question now is what do we do
next? The Session has been energized to be God'’s light to this
community. As a result of the festival, a group of community
leaders want to have a series of meetings to discuss ways to
improve the Duncanville community. This is the work of the
church and each of us individually, to reach into the community
with God's hope. We will continue some of the successful
activities of the previous years. To me the biggest challenge is

growing the church, especially with younger members. Our
present congregation has it largest age group between 60 and
80 years of age. It is obvious if we don’t get younger we have a
limited life span. We would ask you to pray for God's continued
support, to give any suggestions for church growth, and to help
us to work toward this goal.

We have come a long way, but in the church there is always more

to do. We appreciate your help in the past and look forward to
what God has in store for us in the future.

Dub- Guthwie

R

%%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%

ﬁ&ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁ&ﬁ#ﬁ&&ﬁ

%



o R R R L L e e T T e e o o e L e e
b I R R B T B B B e B B B e R B R R B

The Epistle 3

4
#
#
#
#
?
]
#
#
#
#
#
0
4
’
#

Words from Woryﬁip

4 Pl e el el e el el el e
A O O O O O O O O A O A A

Gracias, MerC| Danke...Thank you
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to those who helped with setting up and
removal of Advent decorations. The numbers
were few, but the work got done, and you are
greatly appreciated.
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Keep the Flags Flying...

Tom Harmon got the Flags flying at the church through Duncanville Rotary.
Just because Tom is no longer here in Duncanville, doesn’'t mean we can con-
tinue to fly the Flags on the following 5 major holidays...Memorial Day, Flag
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day and Veterans Day.

The Rotary flag program gives Duncanville residents an opportunity to show
their pride and lover for our country. The proceeds from this project helps
support the following Duncanville Rotary projects: Literacy programs, the DISD
Foundation, teacher and student recognition, scholarships, scouting, DOM,
Rotary youth leadership camps of Camp Enterprise and RYLA, Inbound and
Outbound Youth Exchange programs, school supplies for DISD students, ESA
Cancer Walk, Special Olympics, Project Graduation, Rotary Park Improvements
and many more worthwhile projects.

Cost is $35 for the year. If you want to continue your current
subscription or sign up for a new one or need information,
please contact Anna Murphy.
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January 2014

st Preshyterian Church, Duncanvi]le, Texas
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\_ » \_ P Rehearsal . .
| Pastor Ginger on Vadation
9:15 AM Sunday 5:15PM 2:00 PM "New 6:30 PM Youth 100 PM Agape
School Deacons Beginnings" Grief Group Women's
10:30 AM Meeting Support Small 6:45 PM Fellow ship
Worship CHR Eianes Masti 7:30 PM Sarah
Women's
7:30 PM Choir Fellow ship
Rehearsal
| Pagtor Ginger on Vacation
T 6:30 PM Youth
Group
]ns!alla!ion 7:30 PM Choir
9:15 AM Sunday Rehearsal
School Newsletter
10:30 AM Articles Due
Worship -
Communion
Polluck 6:30 PM 6:30 PM Youth
Thinktank Group
Sunday Meeting 7:30 PM Choir
9:15 AM Sunday 6:30'\;’M t$essmn Rehearsal
School eeting
10:30 AM
Worship
Poterty Aufarencss The Sandwich 6:30 PM Youth
J Project Group
- I 7:30 PM Choi
: oir
9:15 AM Sunday Bring your Rehearsal
School Sandwiches for
10:30 AM the Homeless
Worship
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January 5

January 12

January 19

January 26

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
January 2014

10:30 A.M. SERVICE

Greeters:

Ushers:
Nursery Volunteer:

Tellers:

Greeters:

Ushers:
Nursery Volunteer:

Tellers:

Communion Servers:

Greeters:

Ushers:

Nursery Volunteer:
Tellers:

Greeters:
Ushers:

Nursery Volunteer:

Tellers:

Eugene & Armelia Jimmerson
Irving Kezar, Jack Pegues
Valerie Cordova

Darrell Ingram, Leo Skinner

Wendy Jensen, Donna To
Albert Teel, Eddie Cowand
Darlene Cowand

Lori Glover, Brenda Everett
Steve Bayless, Erin McGinnis,

Jack Pegues, Sharon Ingram,
Darrell Ingram, Doris Metzger

Darlene Cowand, Anna Murphy
Albert Teel, Irving Kezar
Jocelyn Bolles

Teresa Reed, Joan Brown

Eddie Cowand, Doris Metzger
Dub Guthrie, Jack Pegues

Anna Murphy
Jocelyn Bolles, Margaret Lewis
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January Birthdays \

If we've missed your birthday and you would like us to
include it in this “birthday” section of the
newsletter, please contact us at (972) 298-3043 or
info@fpcd.org. Thank you.

Jocelyn Bolles January 1
Andrene Hull January 2
Gwenn Guthrie January 4
Dorothy Cleary January 5
Jim Stahl January 5
Jason Cordova January 13
Connie Steger January 16
Logan Russell January 25
Don Burquest January 28

Total

Receipts Expenditures
November 2013 $12,332 $19,751
YTD 2013 $230,061 $242,357

Annual Budget: $240,342
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