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Read also Psalm 51:1-17   

 

Judgment is an everyday thing. It occurs regularly in my house. For example, the other day . . . 

“Honey, do these jeans make me look fat?”  

 

My husband asks me that all the time! (Just kidding!)  

 

But when I ask him, he better render a wise judgment. “They make you look like a teenager.” 

 

Judgment is a natural, constant part of life. We judge  

• high school bands and drama teams.  

• Singers and choirs go to contests to be judged.  

• Piano students play for a judge,  

• Diver’s dives are judged, 

• Gymnasts are judged, 

• There are beauty pageants, dog shows, and American Idol. 

 

The government gets involved in judgment. Think of the regulations surrounding your home. 

The city regulates your electrical outlets, plumbing, and building codes. Without standards you 

would probably end up with skinny little wiring and inadequate plumbing lines.  

 

Have you ever bought a house that was substandard? I once bought a house without a back door; 

but that is a whole different story. (It was my first house! I didn’t notice.) So there is a need for 

regulations. These things grew out of necessity.  

 

Recently, some baby cribs were judged inadequate and outlawed. Car seats carry approval 

ratings for being safe. Judgment is good. It protects the consumer. 

 

Companies also have standards. Where I used to work, if you were wearing a company shirt with 

its logo, you could not drink alcohol, even if you were off duty. Why? Because that shirt 

identifies you with the company. Anyone caught drinking in company attire would be disciplined 

and possibly fired, depending upon the circumstances. 

 

Standards exist to keep people safe and to give them recourse. In the case of performance, 

judgment sets a standard of excellence. And, judgment rewards excellence. 

 

Judgment is a helpful thing.  

 

So why is God’s judgment seen as so judgmental? Do we not see God’s judgment as doing the 

same two things? Isaiah says, “The LORD rises to argue his case; he stands to judge the 

peoples.” (3:13) In Psalms, “He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge his 

people.” (50:4) 

 

I admit it; I’ve always wondered about those verses. Verses like those have puzzled me. God’s 

judgment is kind of fearful. Who would want to do that? 
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But maybe I’ve just been seeing the negative side.   

 

How do you feel about it? Do you prefer to keep that great autonomous self – kind of keeping 

control of that “personal will” to yourself, as if you were a better, more reasonable judge? 

 

We have been talking about behaving as a Christian. Being identified with Christ; coming to 

church to be strengthened and become stable. The letter of Ephesians now gives us some 

standards, kind of like the government. Let’s read it. READ Eph. 5:1-2 

 

That doesn’t sound too bad – in fact, it sounds great! God’s standards are based on God’s and 

Jesus’ love, which is purely extravagant. God says, “Love like that.” 

 

Now he is going to talk tell us the arenas – which is, sexual boundaries, boundaries on speech, 

and restrictions on greed. 

 

READ Eph. 5:3-7, 18a 

 

Have you ever noticed we feel particularly autonomous in these areas. We don’t want to be 

judged on these things. Yet Christians are called hypocrites for doing precisely these things. 

 

• What about the pastor who owns his own leer jet? (greed) 

• Or the religious leader that has an affair? (sexual immorality) 

• Or the Christian at work who is known for filthy talk or drunkenness? 

 

Don’t we judge them? Well, if we do not, God does. God is setting a standard for Christians and 

it is for two reasons: to keep people safe and to reward you. 

 

Let’s read on. READ Eph 5:8-10 

 

So, this part says “you are out in the open now, that is, living in the light. People see how you 

live. But it also says something else. God’s standards, when kept, are rewarded and you are 

blessed; the results are positive: 

• better sexual and emotional health; 

• control of the tongue for anger management and thus better relationships; 

• boundaries on greed narrow the gap between the “haves” and the “have nots.” 

 

Are you gaining a little appreciation for God’s judgments? Can you see some benefits to His 

instructions? 

 

Do you ever follow someone’s judgment and it pays off for you? 

• Maybe you follow Dave Ramsey for financial decisions and it’s a blessing or 

• Andrew Dittman for how to sing and you begin singing well. 

 

Judgment has its rewards.  

 

Can you soften your view of God’s judgment and see it as even desirable? 
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Now there’s one more aspect of judgment we need to talk about, and that is consequences.  

 

The last week of life in London has been very difficult for some neighborhoods. In British 

society, the police system is built on an unspoken respect for authority and order. Therefore, the 

English bobby (policeman) historically has not carried a weapon. When a criminal is caught, he 

gives himself up. And it has worked that way for decades, but no longer. According to 

Christopher Caldwell, senior editor at The Weekly Standard, British society has “chosen a 

different kind of liberty, one that does not rest on shared values.”
1
 And now that willing 

adherence to the law for the higher good of society has been abandoned, that will force a change 

to more of a police state.  

 

On the same subject Tyler Brûlé, who writes a column for The Financial Times asks, “How do 

you know when a country has failed?” It is not blatant facts, like a troubled economy. He sees 

failure of British society in the appalling civil disorder and disrespect shown by rioting youth, 

whose parents failed to inspire in them a sense of respect for the rule of law, nor any fear of 

potential consequences.”
2
   

 

These are serious matters. Without judgment and standards troubles come.  

 

Should not the Creator of the human race be the expert you consult about how you should live? I 

believe you consult the very best when you listen to God’s word; that you are rewarded when 

you do, and suffer consequences when you do not. 

 

And when you fail, be assured if you just turn to Him, He can see the way through any 

consequence you might be experiencing. 

 

Now, how do we live instead? Hear the words of this passage: 

 

“Drink the Spirit of God, huge draughts of him. Sing hymns instead of drinking songs! Sing 

songs from your heart to Christ. Sing praises over everything, any excuse for a song to God the 

Father in the name of our Master, Jesus Christ” (Eph 5:18b-20). 

 

Live a pure life in the extravagant love of Jesus Christ.  

 

AMEN 
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Christopher Caldwell, “The death knell for the era of the British bobby,” Financial Times, 8/13-14/2011.  
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Tyler Brûlé, “The symbolism of sweatpants,” ibid.  


