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Read also Isaiah 25:1-9 

 

Theologians fight sometimes. They wrestle over words. They see things and argue their case. 

One thing they agree about – it was hard to name the book of Acts. Some say it could be called 

The Acts of Peter and Paul. Others have suggested The Acts of the Holy Spirit, and still others, 

The Acts of the Church. While The Acts of the Apostles was finally settled upon, Acts is really a 

beautiful opus of all of them; the Holy Spirit, the apostles and leaders, and all the people. It takes 

everyone – leaders, lay people, and the Holy Spirit – to be the church, then and today. Perhaps 

we have lost sight of that. 

 

We talked last week about the extraordinary arrival of the Holy Spirit, who came as a violent 

wind and empowered believers to testify that Jesus is God’s Messiah. Peter preached to the huge 

crowd that gathered that day. In that crowd were Jews living in Jerusalem who had moved there 

from sixteen different nations.  

 

These people would have heard Jesus teach in the synagogues of Judea and in the temple at 

Jerusalem. They likely were part of the crowd shouting “crucify Him” during Jesus’ trial before 

Pontius Pilate. They were the ones to whom God said, “I will be your God, and you will be my 

people,” but they had become lethargic synagogue goers; not open to the kingdom Jesus brought. 

They had struggled with Jesus; they didn’t like his demands. They had been blind to what God 

was showing them and rejected Him as Christ.  

 

So, on Pentecost, after the Holy Spirit came, when Peter stood to preach, he went back to the Old 

Testament Scriptures to explain that Jesus is the long-awaiting Messiah. He helped them see the 

promise was for them; that God was reaching out to them through the Holy Spirit. Peter’s 

sermon offered them a second chance. Have you ever been given a second chance for 

something?  

 

I can remember one of my sons trying out for the school basketball team in seventh grade. Only 

he hadn’t practiced much, competition was tough, and he didn’t make the team. It was hard to 

take! But, the next year his eyes were opened. He realized it would take work. He got a second 

chance and he wanted to be on the team, so he practiced for weeks. Ultimately his failure helped 

him really dig in, so he embraced the opportunity wholeheartedly. And this time he made the 

team. 

 

When the Jews heard Peter’s sermon, they were cut to the heart. They hadn’t seen it before, but 

they didn’t want to miss God’s activity this time. They embraced this second chance 

wholeheartedly. Listen to what happened next. READ Acts 2:41-47. 

 

When a person unreservedly embraces Jesus Christ, it affects their actions and their lifestyle. I 

have to say, their commitment is absolutely impressive. The story challenges us to evaluate 

ourselves, and also our church. How do we measure up? How is your passion for Christ? How is 

your joy over your faith? How are you responding to God’s blessings? We shall ponder those 

questions this morning, for God is reaching out to you through the Holy Spirit to bless you. 
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These believers were one in heart and mind, generous and glad. How did they accomplish such 

unity?  

 

Church pollsters do not take surveys about morale in churches, or personal generosity – things 

that mattered in this story. However, in the business world such surveys happen regularly.
1
 

Companies that rank as great places to work have CEOs who are strongly focused on their 

employees’ personal growth and foster an environment where employees get to know one 

another personally, and tend to help one another on and off the job.  

 

In 2010, employees in the Top Ten U.S. Companies defined their company as generous. Now, 

this ranking is not because of pay, but it’s for benefits. Top employers offer things like unlimited 

sick leave, profit sharing, and flexible schedules. These companies report that in response, co-

workers tend to go the extra mile at work and for one another.  

 

Top executives realize people tend to thrive when expectations are high, camaraderie among co-

workers is great, and generosity abounds. These very things are what God values. 

 

God has high expectations. Those high expectations bring incredible blessings.  

 

Jesus told His disciples (Lk 6:30-34),  

• “Give to anyone who asks; and when things are taken away from you, don't try to get 

them back. Do to others as you would like them to do to you.”  

• "If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for that? Even sinners 

love those who love them!”  

• “And if you lend money only to those who can repay you, why should you get credit? 

Even sinners will lend to other sinners for a full return.”  

• "Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting to be repaid” (Lk 

6:35).  

Those are challenging expectations, but here’s the blessing:  

• “Then,” Jesus said, “your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will truly be 

acting as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those who are unthankful and 

wicked. You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate” (Lk 6:36). 

 

Jesus didn’t start this thing. In Old Testament times God expected Israel to be equally as 

compassionate. God said,  

• 
“
When you reap your harvest and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get 

it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow, so that the LORD your God 

may bless you in all your undertakings.  

• When you beat your olive trees, do not strip what is left; it shall be for the alien, the 

orphan, and the widow. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I 

am commanding you to do this” (Deut 24:19-22).    

The new Christians became known for a culture of generosity. READ Acts 4:32-35 

 

                                                 
1
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/bestcompanies/2010/, accessed 9/21/2010.  
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This does not purport some kind of socialistic lifestyle. All giving was voluntary. No one was 

compelled to sell their property nor does the language indicate this was a constant thing. It 

simply happened as a need arose. 

 

As we think about this lifestyle, how do you think we stack up as a church? 

 

I’m thinking of our administrative assistant who is out on medical leave right now, and the 

generosity of a Christian couple who gave us the money to pay her salary during this whole time. 

It doesn’t matter that they belong to a congregation across town. All believers are a part of God’s 

family, and the Spirit moved them. 

 

How do you respond when you see the activity of the Holy Spirit? 

 

I am aware of times when you have given very generously to one another right here in this 

congregation when you found out there was a need. The Holy Spirit stirred you. 

 

When you are inspired to lead a children’s Christmas musical, or teach Sunday School, or 

renovate this building to make it user accessible, that giving of yourself is due to the movement 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Devotion of heart, mind, and possessions is the culture of the kingdom; God’s expectation for 

believer lifestyle. 

 

The early believers knew what it was like to be unresponsive, to ignore Christ; to call for His 

crucifixion. But when the Holy Spirit came, they overcame all that. They responded dramatically 

and 3,000 people said yes, we take this seriously, and from that day on as they devoted 

themselves to daily study and prayer, and as they generously supported one another, day to day 

new people came.  

 

Your devotion to God and authentic generosity will draw people.  

 

Now, you cannot separate the church and the early believers. They were not living out their faith 

alone, even though faith is a personal thing. They came together as a community, studying, 

sharing fellowship, praying, and worshiping. Daily they connected with God and then they 

shared their hope with people around them.  

 

As you read your One Year Bible, are you devoting yourselves to its teaching and letting it shape 

your daily life? Are you talking about it with those around you? 

 

How do you measure up? 

 

Daily they fellowshipped at the temple, praying. Can you imagine if you came here every day to 

pray? I believe miracles will increase if we “insist upon prayer and take God up on His 

promises.”  

 

Let your actions align with what you say you believe. In those days,  
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• There were no inauthentic Christians.  

• There were also no individualistic, Christians.   

• There were no “closet” Christians. Daily they talked to the people around them and day 

by day, the Lord added to their number. 

 

How do you respond when you see the activity of the Holy Spirit? God has reached out to 

us!  

• He moved a man to fix our sign which was in disrepair. That was the activity and 

blessing of the Holy Spirit.  

• The Holy Spirit moved him to light our tower.  

• The Holy Spirit moved a company to give us a new toilet simply because we are a 

church! That was a very practical activity and blessing.  

 

• The Holy Spirit has moved people to pay staff medical bills, to help one another out, to 

plant flower beds, to paint, to buy furniture for God’s house.  

 

God has been extraordinarily good to us. How do you respond? 

 

As you generously and faithfully reflect the culture of God’s kingdom, God will add to our 

numbers, because people will be drawn to your authentic, lived out faith.  

 

Real faith affects your actions. Real faith impresses God.  

 

“Awe came upon everyone. Day by day as they spent much time together with glad and generous 

hearts, praising God, they gained the goodwill of all the people. And the Lord added to them 

those who were being saved.” 

 

AMEN 


