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READ JOHN 2:1-12 and PSALM 63:1-5 
 
 
Today is a day of celebration at First Presbyterian Church 

Duncanville. You have heard ten testimonies of people in 
this church who are inspired to do something for God. We 
have talked about numerous ventures of faith which the 
church has embarked on, which we had no guarantee that 
they would succeed. And, these efforts have been 
successful. If we approached most of the ventures 
realistically, we would not have attempted them. 
 

 You would have never hired me because I would not 
have had the courage to go to seminary  

 You would never have allowed for the youth to lead 
worship once a month 

 You would not have started Impact Youth for 
elementary ages 

 You would not have bought a camera and projector and 
put our worship on YouTube 

 You would not have considered holding Summer Bash 
parties for the neighborhood 

 You would certainly not have learned to tell Bible 
stories here, much less in public venues 

 You would never have done large concerts in the park 

 You would probably not have continued to make 30 
dozen sandwiches per month for Austin Street Shelter 
for 20+ years 

 You would not have raised money for Duncanville 
Outreach Ministry 

 You would not have invited ten other churches to join 
us for the Good Friday and Community in Unity events 

 You would not have paid cash for a new roof. 
 

You would have not attempted these things because 
realistically, there was not enough money or volunteers to 
accomplish them. Yet we have faith at FPCD so we went for 
every one of them.  
 

There was always a point in each event where 
something went right— 

 
 Bad weather turned good 
 People came to help us whom we had not met 

before 

 People gave gifts, talents, and funds when we did 
not expect it 

 People participated simply because we asked 
 We invited Jesus and Jesus showed up. 
 
When Jesus is invited, good things happen. 

 
I’m sure Jesus was not invited to the wedding at Cana 

because the family knew they would be short of supplies. 
Rather, Jesus was their friend who was invited to celebrate 
the occasion. Certainly, he did not show up with the intent of 
filling a need because when the need became evident, he 
told his mother this was not their concern. People are 
always appalled that Jesus said this to his mother, but think 
about it. If you were invited to a wedding and they ran out of 
something, would you make it your business to solve the 
problem? Most people would not. 
 

So Jesus’ response was totally appropriate. 
 

But Mary knew a thing or two about Jesus. 
 

She had an experience with Jesus’ Father when she 
was young. Being from a poor town and an average family 
was not a problem to God. She was honored with a very 
unusual opportunity one day—to become the mother of 
God’s Son. She could have said, “I am nobody from 
nowhere. There is no way. Why try?” 
 

Instead, she believed the words, and that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her. (see Lk 1:45) 
 

From that day forward Mary had changed her view of 
herself and of God. She said of God, “He has looked with 
favor on my lowliness. From now on everyone across 
generations will call me blessed. These are great things 
God has done for me” (Lk 1:48-49). 
 

So living in and with that background, when she 
realized the wedding host was in trouble, she went to Jesus. 
She knew Jesus was extraordinary. She knew that because 
she raised him, but she also had the great personal history 
of the God-initiated, Holy Spirit conceived plan, which she 
had embraced. 
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She simply told Jesus of the need and instructed the 

servants to obey him. She believed in him and she knew 
him so she invited him to do something.  
 

Believers must take a risk and invite Jesus to step in.  
 

Mary said something else. She proclaimed, “His mercy 
is for those who fear him from generation to generation” (Lk 
1:50). So take note of her words. Churches that are 
connected to Jesus, who believe in His Words and 
intentions for this world will experience great things, and we 
have. We have experienced the mark of Jesus on our work. 
 

So what is the mark of Jesus? What sign do we see in 
this story? He worked with the people who were there doing 
their jobs, that is, the waiters.  
 

Miracles of affirmation occur in the mainstream of life. 
The work of Jesus occurs at your place of employment, in 
your neighborhood, your community, your school, in bearing 
children, in being grandparents, in making sandwiches, in 
telling Bible stories and singing Christian concerts of hope.  
 

The servers who filled the jars and brought the wine to 
the guests—the workers—were the ones who knew the 
miracle firsthand. 
 

Do you feel like you are working all the time and you 
are the only one who cares? You workers are the ones who 
are the most aware of the miracle, that is, the “sign” that 
Jesus has done. 
 

The signs that Jesus accomplishes point to a fulfillment 
of God’s plan. The signs point to an ultimate victory 
celebration. The signs are given to you so that you 
experience God’s pleasure at what you are doing; it is 
confirmation that you are doing the right thing. 
 

The rest of the people were oblivious. They were 
celebrating, dancing, and getting drunk, because that’s what 
you do at weddings. But Jesus, the servers, his mother, and 
the disciples knew something very special had happened, 
something tied to heaven, something really worth 
celebrating. That sign buoyed their faith and sealed their 
belief. 
 

Do you know what Jesus is looking for in a church? 
 

An invitation extended to him to your celebration, which 
he will then inspire for His and the Father’s glory. 
 

He listens to churches that notice a felt need, and then 
enables you to fill that need through your gifts and talents. 
 

We often see our lacks, but the only lack that is real is 
to not “fear God” or say “yes” to God. 
 

Jesus’  mercy is for those who fear him from [ ]
generation to generation” (Lk 1:50). 

God has looked with favor on First Presbyterian Church 
Duncanville. May we press on and join in, in order to lead 
people to the celebration of Him. 
 
AMEN 

 


