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Read also Romans 5:2-5. Check out the service at www.fpcd.org. 

 
Have you ever waited for something you really wanted to do? I don’t mean like waiting in a 
doctor’s office or in the post office, or waiting in traffic when you are late. 
 
I mean waiting for something you really want to do.  
 
Perhaps it is a trip you have planned for a long time. The day finally comes. You go to the 
airport, all excited. But then the plane is late. An hour passes and they announce your flight is 
now going out of another terminal. You change terminals, but now you check the time and 
realize you are going to miss your connecting flight. And missing your flight means you will 
miss dinner at your destination.  
 
Waiting. It’s no fun. When your plans are frustrated, should you go on to another plan? Find 
your own way to accomplish the goal? 
 
Maybe you have waited and waited for a promotion you deserve but then the company gets 
bought out and you have to start over with a new boss. Your timeframe stretches out before you, 
getting longer and longer before you reach your goal. 
 
Or you sense a call from God clearly but that path to get there is not so clear. 
 
Waiting can be such a problem.  
 
You are a Christian—you are going to pray, right? You just know God is going to do this. That’s 
how it was for Abram. He was waiting for this FANTASTIC PROMISE. God had said it. He 
believed it! He went with God on it. He moved to Canaan. 
 
But then nothing. Years passed. 
 
He thought he heard God right when he was out under the stars that night when his path 
intersected with God’s. We are talking about crossroads; our journey with God. Abraham did it. 
He took God’s road. He found that the camel stalled. He was going along and the motor home 
broke down. 
 
Ever feel that way? 
 
As a church, the last seven years the elders and I felt a sense of call for First Pres. God’s call. We 
are here for a purpose. God has something for us, not exactly sure what, but we went to work. 
We tried all kinds of things:  

 

− We’ve developed an outstanding choir 

− Arranged and sung all kinds of music 

− Learned to do storytelling 

− Had fantastic concerts 

− Held “Back to Church” months 
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− Invited people to Thanksgiving dinners   

− Made Evangelism videos  

− Had Conversations with God 

− Held two Festivals of Hope 

− Met in small groups 

− Read our Bibles through in a year 

− Started new Sunday School classes 

− Raised $50,000 for Duncanville Outreach Ministry—twice! 

− Raised $1,000 for the DISD Education Foundation—twice!  

− Put on a real life nativity three times  

− Held numerous July 4th concerts and gave away hotdogs and goodies 

− Held two Community Conversations for community leaders 

− Developing youth leadership  
Then there are the deacon dinners, car washes, mission trips, sandwiches for Austin Street shelter 
and monthly food drive for DOM. 
 

We asked you to do stuff to spread the gospel and build the church. Whew!  
 
We’ve tried all this and (whisper) . . . we’re still waiting. . . .  
 
Ever feel like that in your personal life? You commit yourself to God, you give Him your all and 
then . . . (nothing changes.) 
 
Abram received his promise at age 75, and he followed. Every once in a while the Lord would 
come to him in a vision, renewing the promise and giving him a sign. But ten years passes and 
he’s 85; Sarai is 65. She’s still beautiful of course. ☺ But the baby thing is looking quite 
impossible. 
 
Sarai thinks, ‘God needs a little help!’ So she provides her servant Hagar to Abram as a baby-
bearing wife. When Abram is 86, a baby boy is born, Ishmael. He’s thrilled. 
 
And after that, there are some significant problems.  
 
One big, overriding problem is God. Why isn’t God doing anything? If God wants to create this 
great nation, shouldn’t He get on with it? Yet again, God waits ten more years and then comes 
back and reiterates the same promise. Let’s hear it. READ Genesis 17:1-8, 15-22 
 
Abram and Sarai, you see, were intent upon doing the remarkable. They wanted to do the best 
humanly possible.  
 
But God was intent on doing the miraculous. 
 
He was so intent on it that God changed their names to reflect his plans. 
 
“On my road you are Abraham” –  
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“I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.” 
“I will make you extremely fruitful . . . kings will be among them!”  
“I will confirm my covenant with you and your descendants.” 
“I will give the entire land of Canaan.” 
“I will always be your God.”  

 
Notice the primary word:  “I.” It’s so encouraging, “Abraham, I will do it!”  
 
How did Abraham respond?  
 
He said, “I wish it could be Ishmael.” 
 
Faith was still a little-known path for him. It is just such a risk. He preferred the bird in the hand. 
He wanted what he could see. He relied on his own abilities. But God had another plan in mind. 
 
Why this wait? Because Abraham needed to learn to let go and be hopeful, even when nothing 
happened. He needed to hang with the wait. It was not the end of the story but the beginning of 
God’s plan. Are you hanging with your own wait? 

 

What if you have a problem. You lose your job. Then your wife gets sick. Do you want to be 
defeated? God doesn’t want that. Your problems develop endurance, when you stick with God 
through them. Then when the next problem comes you have strength of character, because God 
cares. God continues to promise: 

“Then you will know that I am the LORD; those who wait for me shall not be put to 
shame” (Isaiah 49:23). 

 
Sarai, through this wait would become Sarah, a “Princess,” whom God was making “the mother 
of many nations.” 
 
In the wait, God is building you and me, not ignoring us. God is making you a disciple. That 
hope will never disappoint. God was also giving this couple an astronomical blessing, and God 
has not changed. Do not be afraid when God is “late” by your plan, because God’s timing has a 
perfect purpose for you. 
 
We must learn that faith is not about our own wisdom and ability. Faith is about going with the 
hand of God and trusting God’s timing. 
 
Is God too late? Never. God is still working to bless you and the world. 
 
Hebrews tells us,   

“For God is not unjust; he will not overlook your work and the love that you showed for 
his sake in serving. . . . And we want each one of you to show the same diligence so [you] 
realize the full assurance of hope . . . so that you may not become sluggish, but imitators 
of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (6:10). 
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Our wait is minor compared to our friends Abraham and Sarah. Learn from their example to be 
patient when that plane is late, when the promotion doesn’t come, when the road is full of twists 
and turns. Lean on God’s patience. It is powerful. 

 

“So let's not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of 
blessing if we don't give up” (Galatians 6:9).     
 
AMEN 


