
© 2015 Ginger Hertenstein                              What's Love Got To Do With It?              3 

FPCD              Luke 15:20-31 

April 17, 2015    

 

Do you see how we have here the prodigal sons?  

 

Mitch Albom wrote a book called The Five People You Meet in Heaven. “Eddie,” a war veteran, 

who felt trapped in a meaningless life because of his circumstances, meets five people who 

impacted his life, after he dies.  

 

One of those people was the captain of his military unit. Eddie fought in the Philippines and his 

unit was taken prisoner. After months of abuse, torture and death, the remaining four men and 

their captain managed to escape. Upon leaving, they torched the camp in which they were held.  

 

But as Eddie set the last hut on fire, something snapped. The torture and revenge got to him. 

Thinking he saw something dart inside the hut, he yelled, “HEY!” His captain was yelling 

“COME ON!” but he couldn’t leave. He ignored their repeated orders. 

 

“COME OUT!” he yelled to the shadowy figure. “I’LL HELP YOU, I’LL HELP YOU!”  

 

Suddenly he felt a searing pain in his leg. He fell into a heap of flames. The men rushed in, 

picked him up and got him to the helicopter.  

 

His leg was never the same again. Everything became pointless. He moved into the apartment of 

his parents. He worked the same job for years, not realizing its importance. He never partied, 

enjoyed life, or pursued his dreams. He felt his contribution was meaningless and his life a dull 

routine. At age 83, he died. 

 

In heaven he met the Captain. The Captain had died young—not long after his unit had been 

rescued. He had walked on ahead of his troop to check for mines. He stepped on one, and lost his 

life. Eddie did not know this when he met him. He just remembered the captain had a motto, “No 

one gets left behind.”  

 

Both men had sacrificed a great deal for their country and for each other. But Eddie didn’t see it 

that way. When Eddie met the Captain in heaven, he seethed.  

 

“You ruined my life by taking my leg.”  

 

But the Captain said, “I took your leg to save your life. No one gets left behind, remember? You 

had snapped. You needed help. I figured a leg would heal.”   

 

Both men made sacrifices, but Eddie was angry over his. He kept thinking about what he lost. He 

didn’t realize sacrifice is supposed to be a part of life. Some sacrifices are big; some small. Some 

sacrifices involve others’ failures. 

 

The Captain did not die for nothing. He saved a whole troop. Eddie lost something, but in the 

loss, he also gained something: his life. His Captain got to keep his promise. He didn’t leave him 

behind.
1
 

                                                 
1
 Mitch Albom, The Five People You Meet in Heaven (New York: Hyperion Books, 2003), 56-95.  
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The elder son in Jesus’ story resents the sacrifice he has made for his family. All he can think of 

is loss, hard work, duty. He is disconnected from the reward that comes from his long 

commitment in the right direction. He doesn’t realize that he is fruitful; that his life is a blessing 

to others; that he has flourished in his father’s family, just like the Psalm we read.  

Had he come to the party, he would have learned what love has to do with it. If he listens now, 

he would experience his contribution.  

 

Do you know of the love and fruitfulness your Heavenly Father has brought to you? It’s not 

about duty and hard work to earn his favor, but it is about being with him in the good times and 

bad, and being shaped by the sacrifices you are called to make, which gives new hope to many 

people who cross your path. 

 

“But we had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother is dead and has come back to life.” 

 

Will you join the party? 

 

AMEN 


