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Read also Zechariah 9:9-10, 16-17. Check out the service at www.fpcd.org. 

 

Do you attend high school football games? Did you ever follow the school bus going to State? If 

so, I bet the crowd was holding signs. You probably chanted something like “Go! Fight! Win!” 

to send the team off with a victory chant. 

 

Take the Rangers. Don’t you love it when everyone chants “Let’s go Rangers, let’s go.” Or, 

perhaps it’s at a Mav’s game: “We will we will rock you, rock you.” Or, in London, how rousing 

to hear a capacity crowd at the Royal Albert Hall sing, “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the 

coming of the Lord.”  

 

These are chants; collective expressions about a desired outcome. 

 

Sometimes it is a battle cry: “Give me liberty or give me death!” Patrick Henry  

 

Or a cry for justice: “I have a dream!” Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Had you been at any of these places, you probably would have taken up the chant; joined in the 

song. These are all rousing expressions which point to a desired outcome. 

 

Israel’s history was filled with festivals and celebrations that looked forward to a desired 

outcome. Those who ate the first Passover meal looked forward to release from slavery; it was 

observed before they gained victory. Now, they remember the victory. The purpose of all the 

festivals was to remember. These celebrations were ordered by God. God loves parties. God 

loves remembering. 

 

This day, Christians call it Palm Sunday, happened six days before the year’s most important 

festival—Passover. We remember that pilgrims went into Jerusalem to celebrate Passover and 

they hailed Jesus, who rode on a donkey. 

 

They waved Palm branches just as our kids did this morning, although then it was ALL the 

people. We would ALL be getting up and parading not just around the sanctuary but up Freeman 

Street to Center to Main. Chanting. Cheering. Singing. 

 

Hear the story of the first Palm Sunday. READ John 12:12-19 

 

That chant—“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” was utterly 

familiar to Israel. Hosanna meant, “Please do save!” 

 

It looked forward to a desired outcome. 

 

It expressed confidence in victory. God’s king will save! 

 

Go, fight, win! Let’s go Rangers, let’s go! Give me liberty or give me death! I have a dream! 
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So the chant expressed the desired outcome, even if it had not happened yet. Most likely they 

were thinking ‘save us from Rome.’ 

 

In addition, the festival helped them remember what God had done. So there were two parts:  

• Stating the desired outcome, and  

• Remembering what God has done. 

 

That day, six days before Passover, did you hear the chant?  

 

“Hail to the King of Israel!” Here was their King. How did they know? Lazarus was there. Jesus 

had saved Lazarus.  

 

Hosanna!—“Lord save!” This is their desired outcome. Jesus was victorious. 

 

They remembered Zechariah’s words: “Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and 

victorious,
 
yet he is humble, riding on a donkey” (9:9). 

 

But the disciples didn’t put it all together.  

 

What? Weren’t they full of faith? Didn’t they go out and change the world? 

 

Yes, they did. But discipleship is a journey. You aren’t always full of faith all the time. Lots of 

times they didn’t get it—just like us. They fell short—just like you and I. 

 

In the next six days, this chant will fade as their world is turned upside down when their 

exuberant cry for victory ends in Jesus’ arrest. And they will all desert him. 

 

In six days this crowd will chant “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

 

We lose faith at times, even going to the opposite extreme. God knows this about us. To 

strengthen us, God gives promises and prophecies in his Word. Later, the disciples would 

remember, oh yeah, he was supposed to ride on that donkey.  

 

Do you move from the extreme of loving Jesus and then shouting ‘crucify him?’ What do you 

do? Do you turn back to the truths in the Word when your faith fails? 

 

Sometimes victory is hard to see. That would be the case for the disciples as the week unfolded. 

They may have questioned ‘what kind of king rides a donkey?—victory comes on a war horse. 

They may have muttered to themselves, kings are crowned, not crucified. They wear fine robes, 

not blood-stained rags.’ 

 

We each have setbacks and defeats. We might question God at those times. But God’s Word 

strengthens us, just like Zechariah’s Word strengthened them. When the war was on, the Word 

assured them victory is coming. Although Jesus was humble, very humble, he is VERY 

VICTORIOUS. 
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Is humility one of your character traits? Humility reflects the greatest strength. Moses was the 

most humble man on earth and yet he, by placing his trust in God, brought down the great nation 

of Egypt.  

 

Jesus’ humility was not weak. He victoriously brought down Satan’s kingdom. Do you, at times 

of setback, lose your vision of His victory? Be encouraged by these words: 

“When Jesus entered into his glory, they remembered what happened and realized that 

these things had been written about him” (Jn 12:16). 

 

What a contrast was Jesus’ humility to the Pharisee’s pride. They wanted to get rid of him 

because he drew people away from him:  

The Pharisees said to each other, "There's nothing we can do. Look, everyone
 
has gone 

after him!" (Jn 12:19) 

 

Contrast Jesus’ humility with the crowd: 

“Many in the crowd had seen Jesus call Lazarus from the tomb, raising him from the 

dead, and they were telling others
 
about it. That was the reason so many went out to meet 

him -- because they had heard about this miraculous sign” (Jn 12:17-18). 

 

They wanted what they desired, to see a spectacular sign. But Jesus was interested in giving them 

what they needed—not what they desired—which was salvation. It would cost him everything. 

But to him, you are worth it. 

 

So here we have Jesus and this crowd descending the hill on the road into Jerusalem, crowd 

shouting “Let’s go Jesus, let’s go! We will we will rock you!; give me liberty or give me death! I 

have a dream!” the crowd, misguided by their own desires and the disciples having no 

understanding of the cross. What the crowd didn’t know was that Jesus was indeed going, he 

would rock the world, and give true liberty as he fulfilled the Father’s dreams.  

 

What kind of God do we have? One who has had a plan for ages. Do you remember the plan? As 

the disciples remembered, their faith grew. Confident of lasting victory, they achieved their 

desired outcome. They could sing: 

 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord! “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord!” 

 

AMEN 
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Let us join together in this Scottish Presbyterian Prayer
1
: 

 

Humble and riding on a donkey, we greet you;  

Acclaimed by crowds and caroled by children, we cheer you; 

Moving from the peace of the countryside to the corridors of power, we salute you  

Christ our Lord. 

You are giving the beast of burden a new dignity; 

You are giving majesty a new face; 

You are giving those who long for redemption a new song to sing. 

With them, with heart and voice, we shout:  

Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
1
 Common Order, Panel on Worship, Church of Scotland, 1994 

  


