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Read also Romans 8:24-32. Check out the service at www.fpcd.org. 

 

Do you remember the story when Jesus was walking into the town of Nain and he and his 

disciples passed a funeral procession? A widow’s only son had died and a crowd followed the 

pallbearers as they carried the coffin down the road. Do you remember that Jesus felt sorry for 

the woman and so he stopped the procession, touched the coffin, and spoke to the body, “Young 

man, I say to you, rise!” And the dead man sat up and began to talk. 

 

Can you imagine the shock? That would leave you speechless, would it not? 

 

That’s how the brothers felt when Joseph told them twenty-two years after they sold him, “I am 

Joseph!” Hear the story. READ Genesis 45.  

 

A dozen incredulous people.  

• Eleven brothers are stunned. 

• One father can’t believe his ears. 

 

A wild dream has come true. Is it too good to be true? 

 

Here’s another more current dream come true: 

 

A man was struck by a train and suffered a terrible head injury in 1988. He went into a coma and 

his wife took care of him. He was not expected to live. But he lived for 19 years until, in June, 

2007, he woke up. His wife was incredulous. He opened his eyes and began talking. It was a 

“dream come true.” The man woke up to find life his native Poland to be dramatically different 

from the communist country it had been in 1988. He saw a plethora of goods available to buy 

and people walking around with cell phones when before only mustard and vinegar stocked the 

shelves of grocery stores, and there were long lines at gas stations.  

 

Someone who was never expected to show up again showed up. There are times when God 

intervenes. Joseph realized when he saw his brothers bowing before him and heard his brother 

Judah’s passionate plea that God was doing something magnificent. It all came together as 

Joseph revealed himself to his brothers. 

 

And they of course were shocked. Joseph, thought to be dead, was alive! How could this be? 

 

Joseph, the spoiled brat, is 

• Father to Pharaoh 

• Lord over his household 

• Ruler of Egypt 

 

How did this happen? This is the culmination of the whole story. And, it’s a whole new moment 

of hope for this family because Joseph suddenly sees that God has been at work. He discovered 

he was a part of God’s purpose. 

 

He says it three times: 
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“But don't be upset, and don't be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was 

God who sent me here ahead of you to preserve your lives.” (v. 5) 

 

“God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many 

survivors. So it was God who sent me here, not you! And he is the one who made me an 

adviser
 
to Pharaoh.” (v. 7-8) 

 

“Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has 

made me master over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately!’” (v. 9) 

 

God did it; no one else. God did it, despite the good and bad acts of all the people involved.   

 

If Joseph hadn’t laid aside his hard feelings, he would not have seen God’s purpose. Sometimes 

our lack of forgiveness can blind us to God’s work to bring us life and abundance.  

 

By saying, “You didn’t do it—it was God who sent me—Joseph sees God as so totally in charge 

of his life that he could invite his brothers to see it that way, too. 

 

When things go wrong, when people wrong you, could you possibly see it as in God’s hands? 

Could you trust that God might bring a much greater good from it? That’s a hard sell, but it is a 

way of saying that God can use all things for good for those who love God. 

 

A woman named Heather Spring Gilion married a man named James. She grew up in a church 

where the pastor always said, “God is good . . .” and the congregation replied “all the time,” and 

“all the time . . . God is good.” But within a year her father had died at the age of 49. And then 

nine months later, her precious James drowned in a canoeing accident. He was 22. Heather’s 

brother-in-law died in that same accident and Heather found herself reeling. 

 

Three widows in one family in less than a year—is God good, ALL the time? She writes: 

In my mind, I could not reconcile my pain with His “all-the-time” good. I was broken. I 

was sad. Indeed, in hindsight, I was prideful to think that He owed me a life of ease—of 

no hardships. But if I were to be honest, that’s what I believed. My response to my 

father’s death flushed out this belief: I knew better than God. He should’ve healed my 

father, for crying out loud! He messed up. Here I was a newlywed. I was supposed to be 

embracing this season of possibilities and yet I was becoming a very angry, pessimistic 

adult. I was mad at God. I was wrestling with all the things I had always been taught 

about Him. This anger led to bitterness and this bitterness was seeping into every area of 

my life: my marriage, my relationships, how I ate, what I thought about, how I responded 

to the normal ups and downs of life, and how I spent money. This question was eating me 

up.
1
 

 

Her husband said, “You grieve as if you have no hope.” Indeed she says: 

                                                 
1
 “Is God Good All the Time? Confessions of a Former Widow,” by Heather Spring Gilion, 

http://dancingonmyashes.com/2013/09/18/is-god-good-all-the-time/, accessed October 7, 2014. 
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It was true. I had no hope. When I had placed my hope and faith in Christ, I had 

obviously attached a few conditions of my own to the deal. God was not silent during this 

season, yet I did everything I could to silence Him. He still offered me His divine 

comfort, but I refused it. After nine months of licking my wounds and telling God what I 

thought of His will, I received news that James was gone. This was my breaking point 

with God. I was ready to once and for all denounce my faith in God. I didn’t doubt that 

He existed; I was just done. I didn’t like Him and didn’t want to have anything to do with 

a God like this. 

 

Joseph could have had that same sort of attitude. He could have judged God based on the 

circumstances and been mad at God. Sometimes that is our response when things go wrong. Our 

lack of forgiveness is directed toward God.  

 

Many people are like Heather, many of us blame God for life’s raw deals. 

 

Heather lived this way for a while. Everything revolved around her anger. After hearing of her 

husband’s death, she was on a hillside in Vermont, dying in a well of pain, justified in her 

bitterness, standing before God, when suddenly waves of His presence began rolling over her. 

She felt those waves of His presence and love were battling for her soul. Something happened to 

her as He, too, felt her sorrow. She walked away utterly different. She puts it like this:  

Sad? Absolutely. Still distraught? Of course. But I was free. The anger I had been nursing 

like a bleeding wound was no longer holding me. He was holding me. I . . . understood a 

fraction of His love . . . and I was humbled. My choice to bow to His Lordship—come 

what may, with no terms and no stipulations—ushered in a peace despite my pain. I was 

all in. 

 

Are you “all in”? We need to forgive God for the process. Sometimes the bad things you suffer 

God uses to mature and teach you so that you gain wisdom and maturity. Are you willing? If so, 

God teaches others through you, just like He used Joseph to teach his brothers. 

 

Joseph said, “God did this. God sent me.” Joseph forgave the process and he forgave his 

brothers. 

 

And then God blessed them beyond all their imagination. God made him ruler not for himself 

alone but for them, so that they would have a whole new possibility and prosperity. 

 

It was a gift.  

 

Is there purpose in everything? Yes, if you belong to God. 

 

Can God work in the midst of your failures? Yes. 

 

Do you have freedom with God? Yes, you can believe or not, be bitter or not, dwell on the past 

or let Him redefine the present and open the future. 
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Heather says, “Start where you are, and chase after Him as fast as you can.” God is good . . . all 

the time. 

 

AMEN 


