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Read also I Corinthians 1:25-31. Check out the service at www.fpcd.org. 

 

Remember how the story ended last week. Joseph had interpreted the dreams of his prisoners, the 

baker and the cupbearer, accurately. He had asked the cupbearer to get him out of prison. But the 

cupbearer “forgot all about Joseph, never giving him another thought” (Gen 40:23). Joseph’s 

story continues this way:  “Two full years later . . .” 

 

So much for relying on the power of the empire.  

 

If you were Joseph, would you have given up? Would you have thought this having-faith-in-God 

business is not what it’s cracked up to be. Have you experienced such disappointment?  

 

We can only imagine Joseph’s thoughts and discouragement during those two years. But then 

something happened. Circumstances beyond his control took over.  

• It was greater than all the power of the Egyptian empire. 

• It was greater than the authority of the Pharaoh. 

• It was more powerful than all the wise men and magicians in the nation. 

 

A dream came to Pharaoh, like a thief in the night; a double whammy which robbed him of his 

sense of confidence and control. Notice that the story of Joseph is a story of dreams. Dreams 

caused Joseph’s initial problem because his brothers hated his dreams. Then there were the 

dreams of the two prisoners. Now these problematic dreams given to Pharaoh; dreams that came 

straight from God. 

 

Perhaps you do not see people in high positions as having problems. But actually, the problem of 

Pharaoh was more acute than even the problems of Joseph. It was so deeply troubling that he 

could not let it go unsolved. Even though he was the most important man, with access to the 

greatest knowledge, in the most skilled, educated, and successful country of the world, he was 

impotent. His great knowledge failed.  

 

Humpty Dumpty had fallen off the wall. The king was helpless. He dreamed some disturbing 

dreams and he didn’t know what they meant. Now there’s a problem. 

 

Ah, but there’s Someone whose power trumps the king, whose wisdom outplays the empire, and 

whose presence beats the odds. 

 

The question is, does Joseph still have faith? Is he still God’s man? Or will he say, “I don’t 

believe in God’s dreams anymore.”  

 

He was hurt by God—God abandoned him to prison and did not help him when Joseph helped 

the cupbearer. Now thirteen years had passed since he was cruelly sold by his brothers. Let’s 

hear the story. READ Genesis 41:1-36. 

 

Isn’t it interesting that Pharaoh was willing to call on an unknown prisoner? The most powerful 

man called on the least of the least. That’s kind of miraculous.  
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That shows how really desperate the man was. 

 

It also shows God’s power to cause a great reversal in the most powerful seat of worldly power. 

All of a sudden God’s man who tried to live with integrity and faith but found himself in very 

hard circumstances experienced a miraculous intervention and everything bad turned completely 

around to the most awesome good. A great reversal. 

 

The most unusual, greatest “reversal” in our church’s experience is when Steve and Marna 

Bayless were returning in their little Honda from a casual day in Tyler and found themselves 

gliding down I-20, pushed along sideways by an eighteen wheeler after their tire blew out. Their 

car skidded to the left, then fishtailed to the right lane and then bounced back to the left lane 

facing sideways. At just the exact moment, truck and car made contact, pushing the car as if by a 

“high speed snow plow,” Marna and Steve safely buckled into the driver’s and passenger’s seats. 

 

During the ½ mile ride Steve said: “I surmised that the truck driver was very experienced and 

knew exactly what he was doing . . . and with extraordinary skill was guiding us down with great 

safety . . . I was so confident in his ability that I suddenly became quite calm and assured that we 

would come out of it just fine.” 

 

Later, he learned that the truck driver never saw them. He never knew that his truck had made 

contact with them. Steve writes: “His cab was so high and we were so low that his vision was 

virtually obstructed, leaving him completely unaware of his pushing us sideways down the 

highway.” So although the guy had 25 years of professional driving experience, it was not he 

who saved Steve and Marna from crashing, and even worse. Steve writes:  

In retrospect, I recall looking out my side window following the gentle impact of the 

truck bumper, I was completely taken back by the sight of a giant 18 wheeler grill – 

inches from my face - which appeared to be smiling at me. It reminded me of an 

enormous blue whale that could have swallowed us whole at any time during the ordeal.  

Yes, God knew exactly what He was doing . . . and with extraordinary skill was guiding 

us down with great safety. Indeed, we were being held tightly by giant hands, and I had 

every reason to be so confident in His ability. It’s apparent why I suddenly became quite 

calm and felt assured that we would come out of it just fine. No way could the timing and 

sequence of each minuscule segment of this event have possibly been coincidental. In 

fact, it must have been all orchestrated and carried out with amazing accuracy. And to 

add to all of that, consider this: just a few minutes earlier we filled the gas tank. With the 

potential of an unthinkable inferno, the tank was untouched. All of our cargo, including 

computer equipment and data files – also untouched.     

 

Thus, God overrides the power and competence of humans. And, God wants us to put power in 

its proper place so that we will look to Him. 

 

A really bad problem was coming—one that Egypt did not anticipate and on their own, would 

not be able to solve. But God saw it coming and God wanted to help. So God jumped right in the 

middle of this, and He went to work through someone who wasn’t powerful at all.  
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As the Bible says, “This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God's 

weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength” (1 Cor 1:25). 

 

Have you made the shift of looking to God’s heroics, rather than human solutions? 

 

Joseph had. Even though his life had been put on hold in prison, Joseph still continued to work 

hard and grow in faith. Here is evidence of his faith: 

1. He saw God as his source, telling Pharaoh: “It is beyond my power to do this, but 

God can tell you what it means and set you at ease.” (v. 16) 

2. He saw God as wanting to help. Twice he said, “God is telling Pharaoh in advance 

what he is about to do.”  (v. 25, 28) 

3. He also believed that dreams were from God and thus true, telling Pharaoh, “This will 

happen just as I have described it . . .” (v. 28) and  

“As for having two similar dreams, it means that these events have been decreed by 

God, and he will soon make them happen.” (v. 32) 

 

This shows Joseph had faith. What is the evidence for your faith? When you have faith, others 

recognize it. Pharaoh said to his officials, “Can we find anyone else like this man so obviously 

filled with the spirit of God?” (v. 38) 

 

Joseph’s faith was strong and sure. 

 

So let’s read on. READ Genesis 41:39-45. 

 

Picture the headlines: “Man Moves from Prison to Presidential Limo.” Can you imagine God 

laughing? Isn’t this great?    

 

God likes to use unlikely people—like you and me. Isn’t that hopeful? You have the opportunity, 

like Joseph to be used when you commit yourself, when you live into your God-given dreams, 

even in the setbacks, and you determine to: 

1. learn more about God, 

2. practice living by faith rather than sight, 

3. not boast in yourself, but humbly expect blessing from God;  

4. not quit, but wait on God’s timing. 

 

READ Genesis 41:46-57 

 

God gave to Joseph more than he could ever imagine or think. God’s motive was to help all 

people get through the famine. God’s effort to provide food during famine was heroic toward the 

entire world.  

 

There is a great need in this world for the Church to be sure of the power of God over and above 

human power, to be heroic and step up when God calls, and do God’s work in the world to help 

the world to trust God. Do you want to be that kind of church?  
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There is a great need for the Church to give, and work for the good of others, just like Joseph. 

That’s how the world, including powerful people, learn about God. 

 

Are you striving to consistently stay committed to God, trusting His power, and doing the work 

this church is called to do? If you respond to God’s heroics, His miracles will happen through 

you. 

 

Amen 

 


