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Read also Hebrews 11:24-12:2. Check out the service at www.fpcd.org. 

 

This is the second week in a mini-series on faith. Last week we talked about extraordinary 

miracles. Enemies were reconciled. A nation’s security was saved. All because of the prophet 

Elisha’s faith. 

 

This week’s story contains no miracles. In fact, for another prophet, Habakkuk, life is quite the 

opposite. Habakkuk lived around the year 600 B.C. He had faith. Prophets always do. But 

everything was wrong.  

 

Habakkuk was upset about how society was going. That’s kind of a prophet’s job—to be upset 

when people don’t follow God, and then call the people to account. Habakkuk noticed violence, 

strife, contention in Israel. Nobody followed the law, justice never prevailed, the wicked 

surrounded the righteous, and judgment was perverted. Habakkuk called out for God to do 

something.  

 

He felt that he was “talking to the back of God’s head.” God wasn’t doing a thing. 

 

Take a look at your bulletin. The words are from Psalm 13: 

O LORD, how long will you forget me? Forever? How long will you look the other way? 

How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul, with sorrow in my heart every day? 

How long will my enemy have the upper hand? Turn and answer me, O LORD my God! 

Restore the sparkle to my eyes, or I will die. 

 

Do you ever feel like that? Hear the story. READ Habakkuk 1:1-7, 12-13 in The Message and 

2:1-4 in NLT 

 

Habakkuk didn’t get it. He was simply concerned that his nation had turned from God. He 

thought God would just set Israel straight, give them a little punishment, and everything would 

be alright.  

 

But God said, “I’m sending the meanest people on earth—at that time it was the Babylonians—

and they will come against Israel and carry them away.” 

 

Habakkuk was appalled. “WHAT?!? The Babylonians? They are worse than Israel ever thought 

of being. They will kill us! How could you do such a thing, God?”  

 

So here we have it, the greatest question of all. Why does God allow evil, illness, loss, and 

calamity? Why do bad things happen to good people?  

 

Habakkuk asked that exact question. He hated God’s answer that evil happens. I am sure you 

have asked that question and I hope you seek his answer, too, just like Habakkuk. Every family 

experiences the death of someone for whom they prayed. Every person experiences pain and 

tragedy of some sort. Loss and abuse are quite common, and where was God?  

 

In fact, pain seems to be the knife used to shape and temper us. 
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Job experienced the loss of everything. Read his book in the Bible. He lost his kids, his livestock, 

possessions, his wealth, health, and the respect of his wife. Then he cursed the day of his birth 

and he sat around for the next 35 chapters trying to figure out why all this happened. 

 

He and his friends came up with no answers. 

 

Once, during Jesus’ lifetime, eighteen people died when the tower of Siloam fell on them. Then, 

Pilate murdered some people from Galilee as they were offering sacrifices at the Temple. (see Lk 

13:1-5) Jesus was around yet Jesus did not somehow prevent it. Nor did He heal every person 

when He was on earth. 

 

God uses miracles, but not always. Sometimes we pray and people die, or suffer, or the answer is 

less than we hoped. God uses miracles but God also brings purpose out of suffering, so God uses 

both good and bad for greater purpose. 

 

A friend’s daughter got lung cancer. My friend prayed and prayed but her daughter got worse. 

But though her body weakened, her faith became stronger and stronger. As she clung to Jesus, 

through her illness she began to see more of God’s future. Her faith became a testimony to her 

coworkers. A huge crowd from her company came to her funeral—people who would never have 

stepped foot in a church, whose faith had been enlivened because she saw her future and it was 

good. 

 

Josh Wilson, a Christian song writer wrote these lyrics: “Before the Morning” 

Would you dare, would you dare, to believe, 

That you still have a reason to sing, 

'cause the pain you've been feeling, 

Can't compare to the joy that's coming 

 

The song was written for friends Tim and Paula Beal, whose son was born with a heart defect. 

Let’s watch it.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUHe744pIMw ** 

 

We, ask, “How can you inflict such pain on us, God?” Jesus answers, “Did I not tell you that if 

you believed, you would see the glory of God?  

 

Pain can often lead to the greatest spiritual growth, and greatest meaning.  

 

Hebrews says of people who were tortured and abused, they refused to give in and go free, 

preferring something better—resurrection! . . .  All these people earned a good reputation 

because of their faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised. For God had 

something better in mind for us, so that they would not reach perfection without us (11:35, 39-

40). 

  

At the time of Habakkuk, Israel was carried off into exile by the Babylonians. While it seemed 

bad that they were displaced all across the known world, as they settled in new places, they 
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renewed their faith. They built synagogues. Five hundred years later when the disciples began 

spreading the gospel they went to the towns in which lived the very descendants of those people.  

 

God’s Word, the OT, was already there. New churches were started, the Word of God spread all 

across the whole world, because God loves the whole world and wants us all to know him.  

 

Thus faith is required in good times and bad. And faith works for the good in both good times 

and bad. 

 

In life and in death we have a win-win. We must look beyond this life alone, for the battle and 

the victory are greater than this life.  

 

That’s what the early believers saw. And that’s what you and I see. 

 

The LORD said to Habakkuk, “Look at the proud! They trust in themselves, and their lives are 

crooked. But the righteous will live by their faithfulness to God” (v. 4). 

 

Are you living by your faithfulness to God?  

 

AMEN  

 

** 

In utero, it was discovered Jayken David Beal only had half a heart, a condition called 

Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome. His parents, from Mountain Home, Arkansas, were advised to 

abort the baby because he only had a two percent chance of survival, and the stress of his 

condition, they were told, would probably destroy their marriage. Devastated with the news, 

Paula and Tim decided to trust God and have the baby. He was so sick. Shortly after birth 

surgeons rebuilt his heart using a procedure called Norwood surgery, which requires three major 

surgeries in his first fifteen months of life, along with other subsequent medical procedures 

through the years. Each surgery and each step requires renewed trust in God’s mercy and care. 

When Jayken reaches 17 or 18, he will need a heart transplant, for the heart that doctors built will 

wear out. He is twelve years old now.  

 
 

Habakkuk 1:1-7, 12-2:4 

GOD, how long do I have to cry out for help before you listen? How many times do I have to 

yell, “Help! Murder! Police!” before you come to the rescue? Why do you force me to look at 

evil, stare trouble in the face day after day? Anarchy and violence break out, quarrels and fights 

all over the place. Law and order fall to pieces. Justice is a joke. The wicked have the righteous 

hamstrung and stand justice on its head. 
5-7 

God answers: “Look around at the godless nations. 

Look long and hard. Brace yourself for a shock. Something’s about to take place and you’re 

going to find it hard to believe. I’m about to raise up Babylonians to punish you, Babylonians, 

fierce and ferocious—World-conquering Babylon, grabbing up nations right and left, 

A dreadful and terrible people, making up its own rules as it goes. 
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12-13 

GOD, you’re from eternity, aren’t you? Holy God, we aren’t going to die, are we? GOD, you 

chose Babylonians for your judgment work? Rock-Solid God, you gave them the job of 

discipline? But you can’t be serious! You can’t condone evil! So why don’t you do something 

about this? Why are you silent now? 

This outrage! Evil men swallow up the righteous and you stand around and watch! 

2:1
 I will climb up to my watchtower and stand at my guard post. There I will wait to see what the 

LORD says and how he
1 
will answer my complaint.  

2
 Then the LORD said to me, "Write my 

answer plainly on tablets, so that a runner can carry the correct message to others.  
3
 This vision 

is for a future time. It describes the end, and it will be fulfilled. If it seems slow in coming, wait 

patiently, for it will surely take place. It will not be delayed.  
4
 "Look at the proud! They trust in 

themselves, and their lives are crooked. But the righteous will live by their faithfulness to God.
1
 

 


