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Read also Acts 17:16-31. Check out the service at www.fpcd.org. 

 

Paul visited Athens. It was deep in Greek territory and culture. You can see on the map how far 

it is from Jerusalem. So walking around town, the pagan religion hit Paul strongly as he saw 

representation after representation of this god and that god. The good thing about the Greeks is 

that they explored all new religions. Thus they were happy to hear him, and he was even invited 

to speak to the city council. Imagine that in this day. 

 

So he explained the big picture of God. He said, God made the world and everything in it and 

God rules not only earth, but heaven too. God established the nations, and in fact, has authority 

over them, and has set the bounds for their existence. (see Acts 17:24-26) 

 

That is, this God whom Paul was talking about is sovereign. 

 

This would have been a new concept to the Greeks, whose gods were not sovereign at all and 

were often in competition with one another. 

 

Paul continued on to say something even more amazing. He said that human beings and nations 

had a purpose, and that purpose was “for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way 

toward him and find him—though he is not far from any one of us.” For in him, Paul said, “we 

live and move and exist” (Acts 17:27-28a). 

 

So Paul tells them that humans find their purpose in God. That was a whole new concept for the 

Athenians too. Their gods were to be feared and appeased but to be a source in which you might 

find your purpose was a whole new thought. 

 

Perhaps that is why they were open to listen to Paul. How would you describe the Christian faith 

to someone who has no affiliation with the church?  

 

Would you point them to a song like the choir sang?  

• God made the world and everything in it 

• God provides food for us 

• God gives wisdom to us 

• God is Almighty 

Thus we praise Him; we honor Him as God. “Blessing, honor, glory, power to creation’s King! 

Every nation, nations singing, they all bow down to You alone!”  

 

We are called to find our purpose in God. It is not really an option. It goes all the way back to the 

very first chapter in Genesis. Let’s hear it now. (Gen 1:27-31) 

 

Let’s take a closer look at what is being said. 

 

God’s been speaking. You know the story. The Creator calls and creation appears. God speaks 

and people hear and respond. This is not a literalistic account. This is theology. It’s a story that 

tells us the important things. There is a Creator who creates. He’s creating order to allow for the 

flourishing of his creation—you!  
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This is good news to a world who thinks it’s autonomous and thus must make its own way. This 

whole image here is one of God creating men and women and right away God assures them He 

has provided food for them. “Look, I’ve given you plants with seed that reproduce. You never 

have to worry about food.” 

 

God’s creation is a special treasure to God. God provides. 

 

Notice that God does something else. God gives a charge. It is a blessing: “Be fruitful and 

multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all 

the animals that scurry along the ground.” Sounds pretty good. Sounds fun! It is a mandate to 

build culture. Fill the earth with cities and towns so that you can flourish. Be fruitful and multiply 

because God envisions a larger race(s). Fill the earth and subdue it with human elements of 

culture. Have dominion over it – partnering with God in civilization.  

 

This is our mandate. 

 

Imagine Adam and Eve getting this charge. There they are in a wonderful garden. But Eve looks 

around and says, “I want a house.” So Adam kicks away the rocks and clears a space. Eve gets a 

stick from a tree with three prongs and uses it to scrape the cleared area, “Let’s call it a rake,” 

she says. “I’ll do it today, you do it tomorrow.” Maybe they sang a song while raking: “All 

creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing Alleluia, Alleluia!” 

 

By doing this she has added to the garden. She invented something, named it, set a schedule. 

Adam and Eve are fulfilling God’s command to subdue the earth. They are partnering with God 

in creation. 

 

God creates purpose for you. God has given us the power to take the resources available and 

build something to help life to flourish. This is not separate from God. It is operating in His 

image. God invites you to have a part in building civilization. That is your work.  

 

Animals do not build civilizations. Only people do. People are the part of creation made in God’s 

image. You might hope your children follow in your footsteps. You don’t usually hope the dog 

or cat follows in your footsteps. ☺ 

 

Think about your children. What do you hope to impart to them? What do you think they need to 

know or do to live well? 

• Maybe how an engine works 

• How to plant a garden and then how to cook what you grow. 

• How to sew 

• How to ride a bike or swim or play a sport 

• How to build a shelter or a fence 

• How to take care of their bodies 

• How to read  

• How to have self-discipline, to be able to deny your desires 
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God in the same way wants us to contribute to the functioning of the world. So God calls and 

says, Do these things. It is a sovereign call. There is no debate about it but it is not a coercive 

call. God invites.  

 

You may resist, just like your kids can resist you, and that is exactly what happened in the 

beginning. Adam and Eve resisted God. And things became hard. In judgment God said having 

children would be difficult and work would be hard.  

 

So work is not always easy. You may even think my job doesn’t feel like it has any purpose at 

all, much less for God.  

 

But the Protestant Reformers, like John Calvin, believed that all work—not just religious work, 

but secular work—was a calling from God that was just as important because as you work, you 

are an agent of your Father in heaven. You do not work merely for yourself but to make a 

contribution toward the good of others. As a Christian you create a structure or industry or 

environment that honors God by operating with God’s principles and ways in mind. 

 

Do you see your work in that light? Are you liberated from the thought that you must prove 

yourself through your work, but instead you want to work to please God so that your work 

fulfills God’s mandate? 

 

There’s a man who struggled woefully with this. You will know him in just a minute. He was a 

professor at Oxford University, a writer, and a scholar in Old English. He wanted to recreate 

ancient British myths. To do so required creating several imaginary languages, cultures, and 

histories so that his novel would be realistically supported. He worked for decades on his story, 

but then its complicated plots and characters brought him to an impasse. He began to despair of 

completing his life’s work. Even if he did, he wondered, what would it mean? 

 

One morning he awoke and found that a tree on his street had been hacked by a neighbor, and he 

thought of his wonderful mythology as a little tree within himself suffering the same fate. And he 

wrote a short story called Leaf by Niggle. 

 

Niggle was an artist but like all artists he had bigger vision than ability. So he got a huge canvas 

in order to paint a tree, so big he needed a ladder. It would be his one work before leaving to go 

on a wretched journey, which was really the journey of death. He painted one leaf. But he was a 

perfectionist. So very little progress was made and the canvas remained largely bare. Well, he 

also got distracted by helping his neighbors when they had a need because he had a good heart. 

 

The day came and he died. Over time, the paint crumbled until only one beautiful leaf was left. It 

was put in the Town Museum but few people came to see the unfinished painting.  

 

Niggle went on to heaven. And when he arrives lo and behold he sees his Tree, finished, and just 

as he imagined it. “It’s a gift!” he shouted. His tree had not died with him but was part of the 

True Reality that would live forever.
1
   

                                                 
1
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia (accessed May 8, 2014) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf_by_Niggle  
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Everyone wants to be successful; to do meaningful work; to not be forgotten. But, the reality of 

this world is that we do forget those who go before us. However, if you are a believer and God is 

involved in your work, magnificent things can happen. With the encouragement of his friend, C. 

S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien was able to get over his impasse and complete Lord of the Rings, which 

God has used to bless many people.  

 

When you embrace God’s call to work to “fill the earth and subdue it” and to fulfill your purpose 

no matter how modest, you enter God’s blessing. What are you excited about? What interests 

you? Put it in God’s hands and answer His call. Partner with Him and it will be blessed. 

 

AMEN 


