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Read also Romans 12:6-18. Check out the service at www.fpcd.org. 

 

A five-year-old boy lived with his family in a war-torn country. Both his father and grandfather 

were military leaders in the midst of a seemingly continual battle for control. The warfare finally 

ended with their defeat and death. Because they were national leaders, the lives of the boy and 

the remaining family were instantly in jeopardy. They fled their governmental palace – all 

employees, servants, family members.  

 

The boy’s governess grabbed him up and evacuated. Running for her life, she tripped and fell 

down a flight of stairs on top of the boy, tumbling, tumbling, they rolled as one. In agony the boy 

cried out. Both his ankles were crushed. But there was no time to attend to him then. They fled 

the city to a small, obscure village.  

 

There was no formal medical care available and the boy’s ankles had to heal with makeshift 

splints. In addition, he would live in obscurity because to reveal his identity would mean certain 

death. Having lost all his family’s wealth and advantage, he lived into adulthood crippled by this 

untimely, senseless accident in more ways than one. His disability, his dislocation, and loss of 

the two most important people in his life brought him to a miserable standstill with no viable 

future, no inheritance, and no purpose.  

 

Now another dynasty was in power and he would never be truly safe or find a place to call home. 

 

Sounds like a movie, doesn’t it? It resembles some of the stories we see in the news about 

unstable nations in our world. It could happen almost anywhere in today’s world – South 

America, the Middle East, Asia. We’ve seen one group oust another and the former group is in 

jeopardy. 

 

Well, this is a true story. And the young man has a name. His name meant “Seething Dishonor” 

or “Shame.” He had a lot to overcome. 

 

Fast forward a few years. The boy, now a man, still lives in the small obscure village. One day 

some men arrive and they are looking for him. They are dressed in uniform; obviously 

governmental officials. He receives a summons to appear before the king. 

 

Had the regime traced him through the internet? Had someone revealed his identity? Was this 

finally it? 

 

Living in fear or victimization all those years—it must have been a torturous journey, and now 

this. 

 

And you thought your life was rough!  

 

How much worse can it get than this! What’s that old saying?  

 

Life stinks and then you die. (You’ve probably heard it a little more colorful than that!) 
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So they take him. The king has summoned him. He travels the long way to the capitol. He enters 

the governmental compound thinking, “I’m a dead dog; I’m a dead dog!” 

 

Ever felt like that? Ever get 

 Crosswise with a boss? 

 Or behind in your bills? 

 Or look and look but can’t find a job? 

 Or have your marriage fall apart? 

 Or struggled with past trauma you just can’t seem to get over? 

 

You are at someone’s mercy. 

 

He’s waiting in the courts. The king enters the room. The man drops to his knees before him and 

cries out, “I am your servant!” 

 

What do you think happened next? Do you want to know? Can you hardly wait? 

 

Hear the story. READ 2 Samuel 9:7-13 

 

David was an entirely different ruler from what we see in our world on television or the internet. 

 

David was an entirely different king than those of his own time. 

 

David was being faithful to a promise he had made to his friend Jonathan when they were 

teenagers and best friends. David was Jonathan’s friend, but more importantly, David was God’s 

friend and God’s loyal servant. David reflected God’s character as he acted in compassion and 

love toward Mephibosheth. 

 

He was living out that Romans passage we read: 

“If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If 

God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a 

gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. Don't just pretend to love others. Really 

love them.” (12:8-9) 

 

Don’t you want friends like that who are God’s friend; who show God’s compassion? 

 

Compassion and giving are God’s most defining characteristics. 

 

God’s character is reflected in this word from Hosea: 

“It was I who taught Israel (Ephraim) to walk, I took them up in my arms; but they did 

not know that I healed them. I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of 

love. I was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks. I bent down to them and fed 

them.” (11:3-4) 

 

Has someone reflected this kind of kindness toward you? That’s how God works – through 

people. 
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Mephibosheth’s life was totally changed that day. God wanted him to be restored. God wanted 

him to dine at the best table in the nation. God wanted Mephibosheth to be healed in his spirit.  

 

But God needed someone to actually do those things for Mephibosheth, and He still needs folks 

to do these things today. 

 

When you act in generosity it can change a person’s life and give them incredible hope. It 

changed lives in Bible times and it changes lives now. Watch this video: 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7s22HX18wDY 

 

Do you want to be that kind of person? Go and do likewise. 

 

AMEN 


