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Dramatic reading by Joan Brown and Sean Russell. Read also John 10:9-18. Check out the 

service at www.fpcd.org.   

 

Kids have gone “on mission” all week – they’ve volunteered in various missions each day that 

were started by someone. Generally, with the creation of a mission, someone experienced a call. 

Most likely, it is an inspired work of the Holy Spirit. Many of you are on mission around the 

world. We are all on mission daily. 

 

As we entered this study of King David, we began with the prophet, Samuel, who eventually 

anointed him. Samuel himself was born as a miraculous answer to prayer. Do you remember? 

Hannah dealt with infertility but she did not give up, she went to God in the temple and prayed. I 

don’t know what medical help was available in her day—she probably already exhausted that 

route before going to God, like many of us would. God answered her prayer by sending Samuel. 

 

Samuel, while in training at the temple with Eli, the priest, received a call from God and from 

that day on he became God’s prophet who spoke God’s words and communicated God’s intent to 

God’s people. That was his mission. During Samuel’s time Israel’s monarchy began. The people 

wanted a king they could see; a warrior who would lead them to victory over their enemies. God 

picked Saul and he reigned many years, long enough to get married and have grown children. At 

that time, the Philistines were Israel’s greatest threat. 

 

Saul led Israel, but Saul always struggled to rely on and follow God.  

 

You may wonder, how important is it to rely on God? How do you get to the place where you 

not only sense God is near, but you learn to rely on God for decisions, for direction, and 

believing God will give you success; that you live on mission for him. Not that there is no 

battle—there is. Not that there are no failures or hard times; but with God, all things are possible. 

Failures or hard times do not defeat you; they strengthen and mature you and God leads you 

through. 

 

But Saul failed to trust God. He never learned to submit himself to God. So finally God took 

away his kingship and gave it to someone else, a man from the tribe of Judah. God would not 

stick with Saul’s tribe or his sons but called someone new. 

 

The way kings gained their power typically was militarily. If they were able to garner loyalty 

from their troops and win military victories, then the people would follow them, and their sons 

after them. It was always tenuous. If you read Shakespeare, you know the struggles of sons over 

gaining the throne. 

But there is another player here and that’s God. God had a mission in Israel’s monarchy. God 

was saving the world through it. Israel’s king would be a symbol of the king God would 

eventually send as Messiah. Saul’s kingdom would end and the Lord would establish someone 

after His own heart. 

 

So hear the story. READ 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
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Now you notice an intimate relationship—clear conversation between God and Samuel. 

Wouldn’t that be great to have on a daily basis? Do you think of God as being that close? Or, do 

you sort of think God is more likely “way up there” and not able to act or not likely to act in such 

a direct way in the affairs of humans? 

 

That’s a really good question. Because if God is able to act in your life directly in 2013, that has 

major implications for your job, your retirement, your volunteer work or whatever you do in the 

95% of the time when you are not here on Sunday mornings or Wednesday nights. 

 

God is very personal in this story. It’s a personal exchange. It’s as if you have two people 

talking. It’s as if God is a person here. In fact, you could substitute a name for “The Lord,” like 

Joe. And yet in this conversation God distinguishes Himself and His viewpoint from that of 

humans. Thus, God is not a human person. He is far different and distinctive. 

 

‘Mortals look at the outward appearance, but I see the heart,’ the Lord says. God sees what’s 

inside, what motivates and drives you; what you live for. 

 

Did you ever wonder exactly what God looks for in a person? It is easy to find. Let’s take a look 

at Psalm 50:14-15 and 23: 

1. 
14

 Make thankfulness your sacrifice to God,   

2.     and keep the vows you made to the Most High 

3.
 15

 Call on me when you are in trouble; I will rescue you, and you will glorify me. 

4. 
23

 If you keep to my path, I will reveal to you the salvation of God. 

 

That’s mostly inside stuff: attitudes toward God of appreciation, staying true to your word, 

leaning on God, following God. 

 

Those things kind of astonished me as I have pondered them. God looks at our hearts for these 

things: 

 

• For someone who comes to worship and simply says thank you; 

• For someone who has made a promise - perhaps your tithe or to do something for 

God and who keeps it. 

• For someone who has a problem and asks His help in prayer. 

 

I’ve been pondering this. He wants me to pray and lean on Him for help??? That says I’m not a 

bother or burden to Him. He desires to rescue me. That has really changed my life! That makes 

me want to go to Him with every little problem. 

 

Then in verse 23 God says, “If you keep to my path, follow my ways, I will show you my 

salvation.” 

 

That means that as you do these things, you are going to grow in faith and in your confidence in 

God’s presence with you.  
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So Samuel, who was aware of God’s presence, considered each of Jesse’s sons but with each one 

it was a “no.” ‘Do you have any more?’ Samuel asked. 

 

“Well, there’s the youngest; he’s outback, keeping the sheep.” And he was the one! 

 

This should not surprise us with God, who often selects the least likely person for the greatest 

job. 

 

David’s kingship would be a huge job because he was a symbol of Christ. David, the shepherd-

who-became-king represents Jesus, the good shepherd who laid down his life for the sheep, and 

who now reigns as King of Kings. 

 

David talked about his shepherding in this way: 

". . . whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after it and 

struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would 

catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it.” . . . "The LORD saved me from the paw of 

the lion and from the paw of the bear . . .” (1 Sam 17:34-37) 

 

Do you hear David’s dependence on God? That’s what God likes in a person. Those were the 

humble beginnings from which God chose Israel’s king. Listen to what the Psalmist says: 

“He chose his servant David, and took him from the sheepfolds; from tending the nursing 

ewes he brought him to be the shepherd of his people of Israel. . . With upright heart he 

tended them, and guided them with skillful hand” (78:70-72). 

 

That’s just exactly what Jesus does in caring for us. 

 

God is involved in the world, in His people, looking at our hearts, using simple people to be His 

person in the world right where they are. When you depend on God, God gives you victory.  

 

Imagine if you desire to do something. Not long ago Anita Davis of Duncanville Outreach 

Ministries visited us and shared that she had a burden to feed people in this town who needed 

food. That burden was planted in her because at one time in her life she did not have enough 

food in her own house. So when DOM was begun, she wanted to work there. God miraculously 

opened doors and she eventually became the director. She relies on God for help, just like David 

relied on God for help in his job of shepherding. 

 

God is on mission, very present in the world; always aware of need and works to give you and 

FPCD victory when we rely on Him.  

 

Do you have confidence that God can help you in your work or whatever situation you face 

because God is present and willing? 

 

And if you are willing, God will use your work and your skills to bring great blessing to you and 

also to others. 

 

AMEN 


