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Read also Zechariah 7:8-14, 8:14-17, 20-21. Check out the service at www.fpcd.org.   

 

Imagine Jesus working as a carpenter in his father Joseph’s woodworking shop. On one side of 

the shop lay huge logs waiting to be shaped into useable furniture. A rough-hewn plank is 

readied for its surface to be smoothed. Jesus picks up a plane and begins work. He’s young and 

strong – 28 years old – so he works with gusto. Chips and sawdust fly everywhere. A piece of 

sawdust flies into his eye.  

 

When his eye stops throbbing and he can focus again, He looks around, wishing He had come to 

earth in 2013, after designer safety glasses had been invented. Perhaps this is the thought in his 

mind when he said these words during the Sermon on the Mount. READ Matthew 7:1-6 

 

When I was a child, my brother and I had baked little cakes in my new little oven. We were very 

proud. But the cakes had to cool before we could frost them. Well, my brother kept walking past 

the table where they were, and each time he would pick a little piece of cake out of mine and eat 

it. I saw him. So I did the same; picking a little piece out of his—but not as much as him. Soon I 

noticed he had eaten half my cake! So I protested to my mother. I pointed out his wrong, even 

though I was doing the same thing. He then told on me, and I got in trouble!   

 

“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged,” Jesus says.  

 

What if an injustice occurs, what are you supposed to do, just let it go by? Are we not to judge at 

all? 

 

If we look at the rest of Matthew, we learn that Jesus does not say never judge. In the same 

chapter, verses 15-20, Jesus says we must “judge false prophets.”  

 

Then in chapter 10, when sent on a mission, the disciples were to judge whether someone 

accepted or did not accept their message. (v. 14)  

 

Flip on over to 16:6-12. Jesus says “Beware of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” In 

other words, discern whether someone’s Bible teaching is sound.  

 

And in Matthew 18, when someone sins against you, a procedure is established for working it 

out. It requires discernment and judgment. (v. 17-18) 

 

So when Jesus says, ‘do not judge,’ it does not mean do not discern right and wrong. And, it does 

not mean that wrongs against you may not be addressed. Thus, this passage is not a prohibition 

against all judging. It’s more of a personal attitude of fairness and humility toward others: 

 Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be 

judged. (v. 1-2) 

 

I relished getting my brother in trouble but it was turned back on my own head.  
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Do you remember the story of the woman caught in adultery whom a group of religious leaders 

brought to Jesus?
1
 As she stood there, they accused her and demanded Jesus make a judgment 

about whether to stone her. Their intent was to criticize Jesus and catch Him in bending the law. 

So He said, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” He 

stooped over and wrote in the sand. I wonder if he wrote: 

 Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be 

judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get.  

 

So while we are to discern right from wrong, and there are times judgment is called for, when is 

judgment appropriate, and when are we not to judge? One thing that helps us answer this 

question is to understand how God judges. What does judgment mean to Him? 

 

One thing we can surmise is that judgment has an element of charity.  

 The measure you give will be the measure you get.  

 

Have you never been around someone who corrected you but their manner was harsh? Didn’t it 

make you want to retaliate in the same way? But then there is the person who corrects you 

graciously. Aren’t you more gracious to such a person? 

 

I had a friend years ago named Cheryl Owens. I mention her name because what I remember 

about her is that she never said anything critical of anyone. When I think of her, I think grace. I 

pointed that out to her and she replied, “I figure I’ve got enough dirt of my own under the 

carpet.”  

 

You remember someone like that with honor, not judgment.  

 The measure you give will be the measure you get.  

 

In the Old Testament, the word for judging others also means ruling. Moses was a ruler and a 

judge. Rulers rule by making judgments. In Jewish thought, God is the Judge, not people. He 

rules over society’s relationships. God defends against injustice. For example, God “judged” 

Egypt’s sin when Egypt enslaved Israel. So judgment has a purpose. God punished Israel when 

they oppressed people or ignored the poor and the widow. You heard it in Zechariah. That means 

God has a legal claim, as judge, that every individual be treated fairly in God’s eyes. 

 

That’s what God’s judgment is about; holding the standard and punishing wrongdoers. At the 

same time, God offers grace: 

“Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show 

mercy to you. For the LORD is a God of (justice) salvation. Yes, you people in Zion . . . 

he will certainly bless all those who wait for him” (Isaiah 30:18ff). 

 

People everywhere stand up to take note of judgment that includes grace. People respect 

judgment that protects people and defends against oppression. 

 

                                                 
1
John 7:53-8-11  
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That’s God’s judgment. I’m not sure when we judge that we have those elements. I certainly 

didn’t have those elements toward my brother. 

  

So do you see when Jesus says “do not judge” that He might also be saying, “You are 

encroaching on God’s territory. He also seems to be saying, “You judge only with justice in 

mind, but God judges with mercy in mind.” 

 

So this passage helps me and you guard against a critical spirit. 

 

Paul picked up this theme in his practical writings to the people of the churches. He said to the 

church in Rome: 

Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God's 

judgment when you do the same things? Don't you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, 

and patient God is with you? . . . Can't you see that his kindness is intended to turn you 

from your sin? (2:3-4) 

 

So God’s purpose in judging is to gently and patiently help people turn away from sin. When you 

judge someone, is that your intent? 

 

Mark Labberton says that judging is like naming people something detrimental that often sticks. 

Perhaps you can remember back to school or a situation with someone who judged you with a 

word that stuck, like drunkard or incompetent or fat or bug eyes. But God never calls us such 

things.  

 

God calls you daughter, son, friend, beloved one, disciple, child of God. 

 

Paul was so taken by God’s love that he told the church at Corinth: 

“I do not even judge myself . . . It is the Lord who judges me.” (1 Cor. 4:3-4)  

 

He advises us:   

“Therefore do not pronounce judgment . . . before the Lord comes, who will bring to light 

the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each 

one will receive commendation from God.” (1 Cor. 4:5, italics mine) 

 

Did you hear that? You will receive commendation when you say no to the critical spirit and yes 

to leaving judgment to God, especially judgment of yourself. 

 

What’s the bottom line? 

 

Matters of justice are holy and precious to God. He has given judgment to Jesus. When you take 

it into your own hands and judge others, you cannot see the heart, so your judgment is skewed. 

That person will turn and maul you, that is, they will find your weakness and they will call you 

hypocrite, and will fight back against your judgment, with little respect for your values. 
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Paul says, what’s important to me is to not worry about judgment but to worry about winning 

others outside of the faith to God. So instead of judging those he feels are wrong, Paul instead 

focuses on this: 

 

“I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for 

the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings” (1 Cor. 9:22-23). 

 

Trust God who judges you His beloved son, His darling daughter, who sees you as the sibling of 

Jesus. And God, who calls you His friend, will judge you with grace and reward you with a very 

great reward.    

 

AMEN 


