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Read also Romans 12:2-3, 9-21. Check out the service, which is recorded on www.fpcd.org.   

 

Amos the prophet began having apocalyptic visions, as prophets do. They were horrible visions 

of destruction. READ Amos 7:1-2, 4, 7-9, 8:1-3. It sounds like scenes from the movie 2012.  It 

was so bad that Amos pled: (7:2-3)  

"O Sovereign LORD, forgive, I beg you! How can Israel stand? He
 
is so small." So the 

LORD relented from this plan. "I will not do it," he said.  

 

But while He relented from the destruction, punishment would come. Read 8:11-14 

 

Why would God threaten to annihilate the nation he had chosen, nurtured, protected, grown, 

rescued and conquered and subdued land for?  

 

God had originally called Abraham to begin God’s nation. He responded with great faith, 

following God, he and his whole clan, about 3-400 people. (Gen 12:1-9) 

• Abraham was generous to his nephew, Lot, giving him first choice of land. He trusted 

God would take care of him and God did. (Gen 13:8-18) 

• Abraham worshiped God (Gen 12:7-8, 13:18), and tithed his money to the King/Priest 

Melchizedek, because he trusted that the victory had been from God and trusted God to 

provide. (Gen 14:17-20) 

• Abraham provided for all the people in his clan. He felt it was his responsibility. (Gen 

14:21-24) 

• He had faith that God would give him thousands of descendants, even though he had no 

child. God loved this. It was exactly what God wanted and God credited it to him as 

righteousness. (Gen 15:1-6)  

• God rewarded Abraham for his faith by making a great nation of him. That was Israel.  

 

We, too, are Abraham’s descendants, his numerous children, just like the people of Israel, to 

whom Amos spoke. 

 

Yet the people’s lifestyle had virtually no resemblance to Abraham’s lifestyle. Instead, Amos 

said:  

You trample on the needy, bring ruin to the poor, can’t wait for Sunday to be over so you 

can carry on with your businesses, practice deceit with false scales, selling the refuse of 

wheat as if it were top grain.(from 8:4-6) 

 

Their focus was all in the wrong place. There was simply no resemblance to a life of faith. God 

was set to annihilate them. After Amos shared that news with them the king was ready to run 

him out of town. 

 

Amos, too, was frightened by his visions. He had pled for mercy. And, God relented. But they 

would not listen so punishment would fall. God can do what God wants. 

 

Jesus said the prophets make demands based on these two commandments: Love God with all 

your heart, all your mind, and all your strength. Love your neighbor as yourself. There’s a 

corrective aspect to prophecy, and a nurturing aspect. Prophets point out what you are doing 
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wrong. But, the prophet also pleads for the people. Prophecy is not always just foretelling the 

future.  

 

You may or may not resonate with God’s anger. You may resist and deny that picture of God. 

You may hate it and reject it. You may say or dream some other picture of God as always loving 

and accepting. But if you want to get a holistic and real picture of God, you have to discern and 

ask: Why would God be so angry? 

 

Why would God allow only a remnant to be left of the nation he had chosen, nurtured, protected, 

grown, rescued and conquered and subdued land for?  

 

You can get up and walk out of a bad movie – or tear Amos out of the Bible, which I seriously 

considered this week as I prepared this sermon. As a pastor I can refuse to teach his message. 

 

But ignoring the crack in the foundation or the doctor’s warning about your cholesterol or that 

rattle under the hood of your car is not wise, so we must ask, “Why, God? Why judge your 

people whom you called?”   

 

Let’s look at the words of the anthem, which was composed by Chris Hoyt, the young organist 

who played for us for the Fallfest:  

How shall the faithful works be told, 

Except the fire first prove them gold? 

How shall the victor's crown be won, 

Except the race of faith be run? 

Shall we the milk and honey taste, 

Except we cross the barren waste? 

 

We must learn to authentically live out our faith. The Kingdom of Heaven is full of justice, 

generosity, giving, and righteousness. If you don’t live out heaven right now, how do you even 

know how to share with others what it will be like to go to heaven? Chris wrote: 

O Father, ever panged with grief 

By wandering Israel’s unbelief, 

O Son, who wept beside the tomb 

And for the Holy City’s doom, 

O Spirit pleading for the weak 

With groanings far outstripping speech, 

O suffering sighing Trinity, 

Bring in the year of Jubilee. 

 

Jesus concerns Himself with teaching believers like you and me to love God with all their hearts, 

with all their souls, and minds, and love their neighbors as themselves.  

 

Do you love God? Do you love your neighbor? If we don’t we reflect nothing of God to the 

world. So God must bring whatever it takes - if it takes judgment, loss, exile, even the death of 

some, God would do whatever it takes to preserve His people. Why? Because His people, Israel, 

would bear Jesus. 
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And, God continues today to present Jesus to the world through you and me. We are all God has 

to take Jesus to the world. We can only do it by loving God with all of our hearts and our 

neighbor as ourselves. 

 

So when people fall away what does a good God do? He judges; He relents; He has mercy; He 

lets consequences fall. God wants to change our hearts; do whatever it takes; for it is only a heart 

that God has changed that can reach out to others with God’s love. 

 

A woman named Doris – a Christian had baked some muffins for a church meeting. Parked at 

FPC Berkley,
1
 she reached back inside her car for her basket of muffins when suddenly she was 

struck from behind and pushed into the car and into the passenger seat. A young man jumped 

into the driver’s seat and took off.  

 

After gaining her composure – it took her a minute – she was in her early eighties – she asked his 

name. He said it was Jesse, so she said, “Jesse, what are you doing?” He said he needed the 

money for drugs because he was a drug addict. She replied, “It’s a terrible thing to be a drug 

addict. You shouldn’t be a drug addict. It’s not the way you should be living your life.” 

 

As they went from ATM to ATM withdrawing funds from her account, she kept talking. “You 

really need help; this drug problem is much better than you are. You need help from God 

because God really loves and understands you.” “You need a drug rehab.” He said he had tried 

that but it hadn’t worked.  

 

She said, “Jesse, God wants to help you.” 

 

Soon he had withdrawn her daily maximum amount and had no more use for her. So he pulled to 

the side of the road to leave her there. But Doris was not done. She said, “I’m going to pray you 

get caught for this, because it’s wrong and you shouldn’t do this to people. AND, I’m also going 

to pray you get caught so I can not only testify that you did it, but so I can plead with the judge to 

get you into a really good drug rehab program. You need God to help you get off drugs and have 

a better life.” 

 

She was so battered and stiff she couldn’t get out of the car so Jesse came around to the other 

side and helped her. He opened her door, helped her out, and held her arm so she could get into 

the driver’s seat. Then he put her seatbelt on her, leaned in and kissed her on the cheek.  

 

When her pastor Mark Labberton exclaimed how awful it was, she said, “Yes, but the really 

horrible thing is Jesse’s addiction to drugs. And really, why shouldn’t it happen to me? It 

happens to thousands of people every day. So let’s pray for my getting over this but also for 

Jesse.” 

 

A couple months later Doris was at the police station identifying Jesse, then at the courthouse 

talking to the judge, pleading that even though he was guilty, to get him into a good program 

because he really needed help. 

                                                 
1
Rev. Mark Labberton tells this story about his congregant in The Dangerous Act of Loving Your Neighbor, 

(Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2010), 13-16.  
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Doris loved not only her neighbor but her enemy without hesitancy, reflecting the purpose of her 

life and the reality of her faith. She was willing to speak truth and seek what was best for Jesse’s 

welfare, without disregarding her own.  

 

If you don’t live heaven now, how do you even know how to share with others what it will be 

like to go to heaven?  

 

Do you love God with all your heart? Are you living out God’s principles toward your neighbor 

even though it costs you? I invite you to do so.  

 

AMEN 


