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Read also Isaiah 32:1-8. Check out the service, which is recorded on www.fpcd.org.   

 

The Psalmist writes, “Indeed, Lord, you are my light.” “You light up my darkness; your lamp 

floods my path.” (Ps 27:1) 

 

John begins his gospel, “In him was life,
 
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (Jn 1:4-5). 

 

Paul says, “. . . (when) the Lord comes, (He) will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness 

and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive commendation from God” 

(1 Corin. 4:5).    

 

We sang:  (I want . . .) 

To see You high and lifted up 

Shining in the light of Your glory 

Pour out Your power and love (that is God’s blessing) 

As we sing holy, holy, holy 

 

God is the light. The OT says that. It’s a metaphor. God makes a difference. God pushes back 

evil and darkness. Jesus comes as the light who discloses the mystery or hiddenness of God. 

 

Mark writes this parable about light: READ Mark 4:21-22 (NLT)  

Jesus asked them, "Would anyone light a lamp and then put it under a basket or under a 

bed? Of course not! A lamp is placed on a stand, where its light will shine. For 

everything that is hidden will eventually be brought into the open, and every secret will 

be brought to light. 

 

Do you ever read the Bible and wonder what does that mean? To find the meaning takes 

pressing in, persisting, asking Jesus, knocking on the door. We have to give ourselves to it. And, 

as we do, we receive a generous gift of revelation. 

 

So this passage is about giving and receiving. 

 

God has given. God has given the light, Jesus Christ, who shows us the way. Eugene Peterson 

says, “Jesus is our way to God, but at the same time Jesus is God’s way to us.” God comes to us 

in Jesus; we come to God in Jesus. “The way up and the way down is the same.”
1
 

 

Sometimes people have trouble with Jesus. They can’t quite see Him; they do not see Him as 

present and personal. So they see Him as a principle, or a truth to live by. They try to copy His 

ways; sort of an “objective” belief system of religion. That is, living by a creed.  

 

Objective faith is believing in gravity. Subjective faith is believing in it because you jumped or 

fell off something. Objective faith means you weigh the evidence. You might believe democracy 

is better. Subjective faith – you go fight for it. It takes both. Sometimes people see Jesus as a 

                                                 
1
Eugene H. Peterson, The Jesus Way, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007), 37.  
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little fuzzy; they don’t know Him as a person to whom we can relate. They do not know Him 

subjectively. 

 

Do you remember the book Finding Waldo? The book says, “Lost for thousands of years! 

Hidden among thousands of people! Find Waldo! (SLIDE) And as you can see, you really have 

to look to find him. You see a house fire, people fighting, people being robbed, a ship capsizing, 

an army disembarking from a ship and conquering the town. Life was tough. It was hard to find 

Waldo. 

 

But there he is! (SLIDE) He is right in the midst of things, holding his books. 

 

In the midst of life, when trouble surrounds us, when things happen that we don’t understand, 

sometimes Jesus is hard to find. Jesus seems to be only a principle to live by or a truth, but 

certainly not a real and present person. But this passage says that though He is hidden; though He 

is seemingly undisclosed, He is there. 

 

He is the lamp to my feet and the light on my path. He is the one who opens the eyes to see, and 

makes the ears hear. He is the one who illumines God. He is the one who gives so generously to 

us.  

 

Belief in Jesus also takes subjective faith.  Subjective faith or personal faith encompasses the 

affection; it includes trust; it involves personal commitment; it demands loyalty. Our eyes cannot 

see the light and our ears cannot hear unless we put the subjective in action. 

 

Jesus said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand. Pay attention to what you 

hear.” That’s strong urging from Jesus. 

 

Essentially He says, Are you listening? Really listening? (v.23)  

 

Years ago when this nation was founded, a group of people with a leader named John Winthrop 

came to settle the new land. He was a lay leader. He told the people on the ship before they 

landed that:  

“The Lord will be our God and delight to dwell among us, as his own people and will 

command a blessing upon us in all our ways, so that we shall see much more of his 

wisdom, power, goodness, and truth than formerly we have been acquainted with. We 

shall find that the God of Israel is among us, when ten of us shall be able to resist a 

thousand of our enemies, when he shall make us a praise and glory, that men shall say of 

succeeding plantations: the Lord make it like that of New England: for we must consider 

that we shall be as a City upon a Hill, the eyes of all people are upon us.”  

 

By their actions, faith, which is hidden and objective, will become seen as it is tried and 

experienced. The objective faith had to become the subjective faith in order for that light to 

shine. They had to live it. They had to let their faith shine through action. 

 

Do you have affection for Jesus? Are you trying out your faith? 

 

So Jesus explains this further. He says this: READ Mark 24b-25 
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“The measure you give will be the measure you get, and still more will be given you. For 

to those who have, more will be given; and from those who have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away.”  

 

If you lived in Galilee at the time of Jesus, the price of flour would have been fixed at so much 

per measure. A customer presented a certain amount of money and the storekeeper produced the 

measure filled with the proper amount of flour according to the amount given by the customer. It 

was not sold in a prepared bag at a fixed price, like today.  

 

So if we apply this to Jesus’ illustration, Jesus was not the one who determined how much the 

hearer – that is, you – receives. “The measure you give will be the measure you get,” Jesus said.  

With the measure you use, it will be measured to you” and then Jesus said, “and even more.”  

 

How big is your measure? The measure you use determines what you will carry away from an 

encounter with Jesus. And, Jesus is so generous, you will get more. 

 

“However,” He says, “If you listen just a little, without much attention to me, even what little 

understanding you have will be taken away from you.” 

 

Does this sound harsh? Or is it a fact of reality? 

 

Have you ever had a situation where the rules were applied to you? For instance, you didn’t read 

the fine print carefully, like “final sale, non-refundable,” but later you went back to return it and 

told the store clerk, “I didn’t know that it wasn’t returnable.” 

 

The clerk says, “Sorry. You should have paid more attention.”  

 

Casual hearing is not enough for a person to understand. Hearing, affirming and acting are 

inseparable. Are you hearing deeply enough to be rewarded? Because this saying is really about 

reward. Jesus says, if you make a great investment in me, you will gain more. It’s like that “this 

box of cereal contains 30% more! 

 

Last Wednesday was our church prayer meeting. One of the people present prayed this prayer for 

you. She had the light of this message: 

“Jesus, help us all to live very close to you and cherish you.” 

 

Jesus, you see, must be personal, subjective in your life. He is so incredibly precious. He is not a 

principle. And as you get to know Him, and receive from Him, you will enjoy greater and greater 

blessings and privileges. 

 

If you respond to Jesus’ words, you get something back that is out of all proportion to your 

response.  

 

But those who fail to welcome or respond to what they hear, forgetting all about it, lose what 

they had. 
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Parables like this one teach the language of faith. In receiving them, you are giving to Jesus. 

Jesus is the way we come to God and God comes to us. It happens both at the same time. We 

don’t give God time only on Sundays, and then have our way during the week. It is a two-lane 

road; a well-lite path of every day believing, giving, seeing and receiving.  

 

You must be present with Him, as a person; not just following a quick path of principle. For John 

Winthrop said for we are like a City on a hill. He writes:  

“The eyes of all people are upon us; so that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this 

work we have undertaken and so cause him to withdraw his present help from us, we 

shall be made a story and a byword through the world. We shall open the mouths of 

enemies to speak evil of the ways of God and all professors for God’s sake; we shall 

shame the faces of many of God’s worthy servants, and cause their prayers to be turned 

into Curses upon us till we be consumed out of the good land whether we are going” 

 

But as we give ourselves generously to our Lord, and we make an investment in God’s light, 

then, as Isaiah said, “Everyone who has eyes will be able to see the truth, and everyone who has 

ears will be able to hear it. And you will stand firm in your generosity, being blessed by Him 

more than you ever expected.   

 

AMEN 


