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Read also Ezekiel 34:23-31. Check out the service, which is recorded on www.fpcd.org. All the 

Scriptures, prayers, and music in the service support and illumine the message of the sermon.   

 

Do you believe in prophecy? Do you recognize a prophetic voice? 

 

This church said to me four years ago: “We considered shutting the church down but something 

told us that we are here for a reason. We were guided by that. We felt that God has something for 

us.” That could be a prophecy.  

 

When considering prophecy, another way of phrasing it is, “Do you believe God has a plan?” Or 

do you think life kind of randomly unfolds? Therefore, do you live exclusively by your 

circumstances or do you look to God’s promises, that they might be true for you? 

 

Jesus believed God had a plan. Jesus was guided by God’s promises. 

 

Jesus told the disciples quite often, “I am going to suffer, be condemned, die, and be raised.” If 

you were the disciples and you heard that would you think Jesus was a little overworked, perhaps 

maybe even irrational?  

 

But Jesus saw the prophecy. Jesus saw the plan of God. This plan is written about throughout the 

OT. But it is kind of hidden. 

 

Speaking of hidden information, have you had experiences in life that you may have wondered 

why things happened like they did? Maybe even bad things like a loss of a job; but later it turned 

out to be a good thing. 

 

For example, my husband, due to an economic downturn, had to shut down a company he had 

started and move to Texas to take another job. At the time it seemed like a bad thing, he didn’t 

see why it had happened. But then he met me! ☺ 

 

Prophecy is like that. When you read the Bible, you don’t always see it clearly. Prophesy can be 

good news or bad news. No matter how many times Jesus told the disciples about the bad thing, 

and then the good thing, they couldn’t see it. 

 

Once I belonged to a Bible study and really wanted to be a leader. I prayed about it. Lo and 

behold, I was asked to be a leader. But I was asked to teach the children of the women in the 

Bible study. I was so bummed. But later I realized I learned more about how to teach the Bible 

teaching those children than I would have with their mothers. 

 

Jesus believed He was to be the good shepherd of Israel, as we heard in Ezekiel. Jesus had come 

to save, redeem His children from their enemy, and restore them to prosperity. But the prediction 

is hidden. Israel thought they saw what the Messiah would be like. But no one really grasped 

Jesus’ rule when He walked on earth. Just like God’s future plans for this church were hidden 

from you when you decided to trust that God had something in mind for this church.  

 

But Jesus could see His future, and He acted accordingly.  
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It’s Palm Sunday. We’ve sung about Jesus’ triumphal entry. Our call to worship proclaimed this 

event. It was predicted 500 years earlier by Zechariah. Jesus knew those Scriptures. He carefully 

orchestrated this entry into Jerusalem. So let’s hear the story. READ Mark 11:1-11. 

 

Notice that Jesus began in Bethany, rode the colt to Jerusalem, and ended back in Bethany. 

Jerusalem was not His final destination. He rode in. It was an intentional journey to make an 

intentional statement. Then He walked back to Bethany.  

  

Jesus had made the arrangements ahead of time. Jesus orchestrated his journey according to the 

prophecy of Zechariah. 

 

Zechariah said, “Rejoice, O people of Zion!
 
Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your 

king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious,
 
yet he is humble, riding on a donkey -- 

riding on a donkey's colt.” (9:9) 

• Jesus rode a colt that had never been ridden. 

• The people spread their cloaks on the colt and before the colt on the ground.  

• Branches of long grass were spread before him while the people shouted a messianic 

chant: Hosanna, which means “Save, O king!” 

• They shouted, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the coming 

kingdom of our ancestor David!” 

 

The whole thing is reminiscent of a coronation, the crowning of a king. Alexander the Great, 

Marcus Agrippa, and numerous other kings had ridden into Jerusalem proclaiming victory as 

king. Jesus was claiming kingship. 

 

Less than a week later, Jesus would be charged and executed as “King of the Jews.” 

 

Pilgrims to Jerusalem customarily completed their pilgrimage on foot. Jesus entered Jerusalem as 

king. But He would be an entirely different kind of king, one who was: 

• Victorious, yet humble. 

• Righteous, yet full of grace. 

• All powerful, yet completely dependent on His Father. 

• The King of all kings, yet riding a young colt. 

 

Jesus was coming into town as king but He would assume His kingship through “giving His life 

as a ransom for many” (Mk 10:45b). 

 

How do we handle this sort of a God? It’s not the way of the world and it is hard for us to see. 

 

The apostle John had a vision which is recorded in the Book of Revelation. John saw a scroll 

with names written on it, but no one was able to open it. This was tragic, and he wept. But then 

someone spoke up. “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 

triumphed. He can open the scroll.” But when John looked up, he didn’t see a Lion at all. He saw 

a Lamb. It looked like it had been slaughtered.  
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The lamb took the scroll. As He prepared to open it, others began singing a tribute to Him, “You 

were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God people from every tribe and language 

and people and nation . . .” (Rev. 5:3-6, 9)  

 

There is not a king or president or leader of any other religion on earth who would die for his 

people. There may be world leaders who rule with justice. There may be heads of religions who 

desire to live righteously and set a good example. But Jesus is the only king who came to give 

His life as a ransom for His people. 

 

God’s plan is branded by service, humility, meekness. 

 

Jesus came to Jerusalem humbly as a king prepared to die to redeem us. This image goes back to 

the time when God’s people were slaves in Egypt. God wanted to set the people free. God did so 

by a judgment of every family in the land. No one would be untouched by this. The firstborn of 

each family would die.  

 

But, the Israelites were instructed by Moses to kill a lamb and then mark their doorposts with its 

blood. Everyone in the home marked by the lamb’s blood would be saved. No one under the 

blood of the lamb would die. 

 

This is a prophecy of the Lamb of God who would die for the sins of many. John the Baptist 

said, Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. But it was hard to see it. 

Passover pointed to this very act of Jesus Christ, who came into Jerusalem as God’s king to 

complete God’s plan of taking it upon Himself to cover your sins.   

 

As you come to realize the humble character of Jesus Christ, and the amount of love He 

expressed in this act, and the costly sacrifice He made for you, what is your response?” Do you 

love Him? Do you live differently – to honor Him? Does it change how you behave? 

 

Those of you who have participated in Conversations with God, we read a story about King 

David. King David was first a shepherd who then became king. He is the one about whom the 

people cried, “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!”  

 

David was a man who honored God. He had been anointed king, but had not been given reign 

yet. One day he had the chance to kill the reigning king, and seize power. His men urged him to 

do it. But David was overcome with guilt and he did not go through with it. He felt it would 

dishonor God, who would make him king in God’s own way and according to God’s own plan. 

 

As we realize that God loves you so much that He came in Jesus Christ to save your life, our 

lives, our decisions, and our behavior need to be transformed in response. Do you have other 

lords in your life? Are you angry and unloving toward those around you? Do you selfishly keep 

all you own for yourself? Or are you humble, generous, and grateful, letting Jesus become the 

center? 

 

Sometimes what Jesus has done for us is hard to see clearly. Let us open our eyes this day, and 

shout with the people, Hosanna! Save, O King! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 
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AMEN  


