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Read also Jeremiah 10:2-10. Check out the service, which is recorded on www.fpcd.org. All the 

Scriptures, prayers, and music in the service support and illumine the message of this sermon.   

 

Movies and literature talk about kingdoms. Star Wars has its Galactic Empire. There’s Middle-

earth Empire in Lord of the Rings. The wizard has OZ. The Bible talks about kingdoms, too. 

Kings rule nations, and if you were listening to the Jeremiah reading and the Call to Worship, the 

Bible points out that a nation is judged by the god it keeps. Foolish nations craft and worship 

idols. The wise nation worships the God of heaven and earth; a God who helps His people.  

 

So we “get” this concept of kingdoms. Mark set out to prove that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Anointed One, the God who would rule all kingdoms – and nations. When Jesus asked the 

disciples, “Who do you say that I am,” Peter blurted out, “You are the Messiah!” Ah, they were 

getting it.  

 

Jesus then took the disciples aside and began to interpret exactly what kind of ruler He, as 

Messiah, will be. Let’s listen to it. READ Mark 8:31-38 

 

Chapter 8 is a pivotal point in Mark’s gospel where Jesus moves toward the cross. He actually 

knows where He is headed. It is not unexpected or happenstance; the cross is necessary and 

purposeful. It is God’s mission to save us; a mission of love. 

 

But we learn that suffering precedes glory. 

 

Have you ever gotten news about the way something is run which really disappointed you? Have 

you ever been in a job where decisions were made that you thought were simply wrong? Have 

you lived in a nation where it seems to be headed in the wrong direction? 

 

The disciples felt their nation was in trouble and needed Jesus to do something. 

 

Israel believed the Messiah would presume a military leader who will defeat their enemies. The 

disciples had been raised on that. Their vision was very microscopic – themselves; their national 

concerns. But Jesus is thinking of so much more. 

 

He said he must suffer greatly; be rejected, killed, and after three days, rise. The word “must” is 

very important. Jesus said the suffering is a necessity. It carries an implication of divine will. 

Suffering had been predicted and the Scriptures must be fulfilled. 

 

Peter is absolutely shocked by this news. Jesus is popular, powerful, and, they believe He’s the 

Messiah. So this makes no sense to Peter, who is caught up in popularity and success. He harshly 

rebukes Jesus, bordering on insolence.  

 

But Jesus is not concerned with success. He is not motivated by that at all. He’s motivated by 

doing His Father’s will. So He turns around and even more harshly rebukes Peter; tells him to get 

back in line, identifies him with Satan. Peter’s thinking is anything but divine. His is 

conventional human thinking. 
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Humans and human governments are interested in conquest and the assertion of power. Think 

back to the Wizard of Oz. An ordinary man was a magician at the county fair. He went up in a 

hot air balloon. Unable to control it, he drifted into another kingdom where his balloon “fell.” 

Having never seen a balloon, the people were scared of him. So the Great OZ seized control. 

Then, in order to maintain his rule, he used all kinds of magic to project images of power to 

control them. 

 

Humans and governments are interested in conquest and the assertion of power. 

 

Star Wars came along, and it was about a much bigger scope – the whole galaxy. “A long time 

ago in a galaxy far, far away . . .” Now we are dealing with a much larger picture. Good and evil 

is a struggle not just on one planet but on many. It is a fight; a battle of force and assertion of 

power. 

 

But divine thinking, the way Jesus talked about, sees a much bigger picture. It was much grander 

than Israel or Israel’s problems. Justice had to be done for the whole world and beyond. All 

nations must honor God; yet all nations had offended God. Forgiveness had to be accomplished 

for all people and that would take something larger. There was purpose in Jesus’ death far 

beyond 1
st
 Century Israel.  

 

If you were wronged, do you not see the necessity of reparation? When our daughter was 19, she 

received a really nice purse for her birthday. She visited a friend, who had a new puppy. The dog 

chewed up her new purse. The friend did not offer to pay and our daughter was mad. She insisted 

the girl right the wrong. She even broke the friendship over it. She later realized she was 

becoming worse than the girl, because of her anger. She was becoming like the perpetrator. 

 

But when a wrong is done, there is a debt to be paid. Or, there is a debt to be forgiven. Justice 

has been violated.  Someone has to suffer to absorb the wrong through forgiveness or vindicate 

it. But vindicating it puts you on the same level with the perpetrator. It becomes a vicious cycle.  

 

Someone destroys your property. Jesus dies for that person. Don’t do that Jesus; that’s not 

necessary. But someone injures you – an affair, sexual abuse, murder. “I’ll die for that.” You 

shouldn’t die, Jesus. They should die. “No, I must die because you are perpetuating a cycle of 

violence that can never be stopped.” For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Ro. 

3:23). And the wages of sin is death (Ro. 6:23a).  

 

Forgiveness requires the necessity of suffering. God decided to absorb the wrong Himself. The 

Bible says it takes the shedding of blood for the remission of sins. (Heb. 9:22) Jesus would see it 

through. 

 

Jesus, the Son of God, comes to redeem so much more than His own nation. He comes with a 

higher view; He does not retaliate with power. He would forgive. He is setting everything 

straight for the world. He will be king of heaven and earth and under the earth. All people will 

bow the knee before Him. (Phil 2:10) Do you want to bow the knee when you realize He died for 

all those sins against you – and your sins against others?  

 

His view encompasses a global scope where He will set free not only people but all creation. 
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Jesus is confident about this necessity to suffer and die. Let’s turn to Mark 9:30-32. 

 

“I am going to be killed, he says, but it is okay. I will be raised after three days.” 

 

They could not comprehend it. Their minds are focused on being the greatest. They are filled 

with worldly ambition. Now let’s turn to Mark 10:32-34.  

 

To go to Jerusalem was to walk straight into death because that’s the heart of the religious 

opposition. But Jesus is resolute. James and John ask if they can sit on His right and left when 

He comes into His power. 

 

Human thinking is completely misguided at this point. How is your thinking? More human? Or 

more divine? Jesus is quite clear about the difference. He tells all of them,  

“If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up 

your cross, and follow me.” (v. 34) 

 

Some people interpret this as living a hard and unfulfilling life. (I have to live with Ethel (or 

whoever) – and that’s my cross!) But that’s not what it means. Jesus wasn’t living out in the 

desert in rags. He lived in joy and fullness, embracing people and life. But, He took a great stand 

against the power brokers who held people in bondage. Rome accomplished its PAX ROMANA 

(peace) by brutality; by the cross. It was a common and shocking sight.  

 

Jesus would carry a cross not because He was a criminal but because of His total commitment to 

the kingdom of God and its way of ruling. 

 

To carry the cross means you are to call the world to repent, to love Jesus, and believe the 

gospel. To bear the cross is an assignment even unto death. 

 

Jesus is not done. He says  

“If you try to hang onto your life you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake 

and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.” (v. 35) 

 

Feeling overwhelmed? But remember that Jesus is completely truthful. He’s not trying to be 

mean or stringent or harsh. He wants to help you find life’s real meaning and real love. 

 

When you do something which requires a sacrifice, there must always be a reward. Otherwise, it 

is sacrifice without purpose. For example, if I want to lose weight, I have to refrain from eating 

certain things. To deny myself for no reason is sick! But if I deny myself to be healthy, or more 

energetic, or to look good, or to be able to free up money for other things, it is worth the 

sacrifice. The reward makes it worth it. 

 

If I want to take up a sport or become a musician I have to practice. That can be hard; even 

painful. To deny myself to accomplish it means I must give up something else. But I gain 

expertise, self-discipline, and joy in my new skill.  
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The gospel has rewards. Clinging to life here has no future, except here. To cling to it means 

rejecting the gospel and eventually perishing. For what is greater than your soul? Jesus said what 

should a person give in exchange for his life?  

 Money? 

 Career? 

 Fame? 

 Power? 

Nothing is more precious than life. The value of your soul is beyond calculation. 

 

So what is the rationale for following Jesus? It’s that the kingdom of God has really dawned and 

salvation is here. Instead of Roman peace, which is accomplished by brutality and power, you 

have the true Shalom peace of Jesus. 

 

For Jesus, it means that though he suffered, He will return in glory, and every knee in the entire 

universe – heaven and earth and under the earth, will bow. 

 

And for us, to lose your life, to let it go and follow Him, means you gain eternal life. To bear the 

cross; to die to this life with Jesus means you will be exalted with Him when He comes into His 

glory. (Col. 3:3) 

 

To carry the cross, the message of Jesus Christ, who loves you and gave His life to wash out 

your sins, is never purposeless or futile. You must die to yourself in order to live. It is truly a 

message of love. And He stands with you in love as you carry it. Jesus says this quite openly. 

That is His command and following His word has great rewards. 

 

AMEN 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

 

     

 

  


