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Read also Ezekiel 34:11-16 

 

Images of sheep and shepherds fill the Bible. Possession of sheep meant a family had wealth. Job 

had thousands of sheep. Abraham owned sheep, and so did Laban, Jacob’s father-in-law. Often 

families who owned sheep delegated the care of the sheep to their children. In the Bible, Rachel 

looked after Laban’s sheep (Gen 29:6). As youngest son, King David, before he was king, 

shepherded his father Jesse’s sheep (1Sam 16:11; 17:15). And his shepherding experiences 

impacted his role as a king. You can see that when you read his Psalms. 

 

Shepherds showed kindness, protection, and provision for the sheep. Shepherds saw to it that the 

sheep found enough food and water; guarded them against wild animals and thieves; ensured that 

they were not overdriven. So shepherds would sometimes carry helpless lambs in their arms or 

on their shoulders. At night the sheep were kept in simple walled enclosures made from tangled 

bushes or in a cave for protection (1 Sam 24:3). The shepherd made sure that the flock was 

intact, counting each animal as it passed under his hand (Jer 33:12-13). 

 

The shepherd image was so well understood in ancient cultures that it commonly represented 

kings. An insignia of a shepherd’s crook symbolized power and authority, and represented the 

ruler’s obligation to maintain justice. This image signified a king’s willingness to counsel, guide, 

and protect his people through every difficulty, and even suggests the ruler’s intimate personal 

feeling for his subjects.
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The Bible often uses the shepherd image for God. The Scripture from Ezekiel which we heard 

earlier said God lovingly cares for you, just like a shepherd. Isaiah describes God’s actions: “He 

will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 

bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep” (40:11). Psalm 145 says, “The LORD is gracious in all 

he does. The LORD helps the fallen and lifts those bent beneath their loads.” The Psalmist 

prayers, “The eyes of all look to you in hope; you give them their food as they need it. When you 

open your hand, you satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing” (v. 13-16). Just like the 

shepherd.  

 

Shepherding continues today, and the duties of the shepherd are essentially the same. If you go to 

the State Fair of Texas, you can see a sheepdog herding sheep. But have you seen sheep follow a 

shepherd? WATCH THIS VIDEO.
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Can you see Jesus as a shepherd calling all of you, as that shepherd called his sheep? Jesus says, 

not anyone can shepherd sheep. It’s a very special and important job. Hear what He has to say: 

READ John 10:1-4  

 

Did you hear the shepherd calling out to the sheep in the video? Now if I were there in that field 

calling those sheep, they would not follow me. READ Jn 10:5-8 

 

                                                 
1
, “Shepherds and Sheep,” in The Anchor Bible Dictionary, ed. David Noel Freedman (New York 

Doubleday, 1992), V 1189. 
2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HCDfYVOftg&feature=related , accessed 3/8/2011. 
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That is the nature of a true caretaker. In the Bible, when David’s sheep were attacked by a bear 

or a lion, he would go after it and tear that enemy apart with his bare hands (1 Sam 17:34-36).  

 

Can you see Jesus tearing apart your enemy with His bare hands? The Psalmist says, “The 

LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy” (Ps 145:20).  

 

Jesus loves you that much; enough to put his life on the line for you.  

 

In order to find food and water, shepherds move sheep. During the winter they are often 

sheltered in caves or in more protected pens with higher walls and an actual gate. In the 

summertime, the shepherd moves the sheep to open meadows, which are usually surrounded by a 

low fence or dense bushes, and the gate is an open entry. At those times the shepherds typically 

lie down across the open entry of the sheepfold and their body forms a barrier to intruders, 

whether thieves or wild beasts.  

 

Jesus tells us He is the gate of God. READ John 10:9-13 

 

Jesus is your gate.  

 

But there are enemies and thieves. Who is it that comes against us? When you study Scripture 

you always want to study in context. That means you read the text immediately before and after 

the passage you are studying. The story right before this one is about a man who was blind from 

birth. Jesus saw and healed the man by making a paste of mud and sending the man to wash in a 

pool called Siloam.  

 

But it was the Sabbath day when Jesus made mud and sent the man to wash, so the Pharisees 

were disgruntled. No one was supposed to work on the Sabbath. They fussed and fumed, 

questioning the man, examining his parents, and finally they threw the man out of the synagogue, 

accusing him of believing in Jesus. Jesus calls this attitude one that “steals, kills, and destroys” 

(v. 10). Jesus calls that attitude and that kind of person a thief and bandit.  

 

In contrast, Jesus gives you abundant life. He doesn’t shut you out or look for ways to exclude 

you. Here’s what he said: 

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”(v.10).   

 

Anything you are involved in that denies the Lordship of Jesus Christ or turns you away from 

Him acts as a thief in your life. Jesus is the gate to God. Jesus is the true entry point. Jesus is not 

a gate to shut you out, but an open gate to welcome you in. 

 

I have some cards. (Membership cards from YMCA and from Coppell Recreation Center.) This 

first card gets me into the Coppell Rec Center. With this card I can take exercise classes, play 

basketball, go swimming, use their facility. All I have to do is go to the door and show my card. 

 

This next card is even better! With it I can not only go and take exercise classes, play basketball, 

and swim, I can ALSO go to a YMCA in California or any other state, show my card at the door, 

and gain admittance – for FREE!  
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This third card is a thief and a robber. (Show Mastercard.) They don’t tell you that when you 

apply and start using it. You only learn that when you get the bill!  

 

Jesus is the gate of God. Psalm 118 reads, “This is the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter 

through it” (v. 20). Jesus gets you into a relationship with God by making you righteous with His 

righteousness. 

 

Jesus is the gate God has chosen to save us. Jesus is the gate because He said yes to God’s plan. 

READ John 10:14-18 

 

Did you hear that? Jesus freely laid down His life. Jesus freely obeyed God’s plan. Jesus’ 

obedience unto death ultimately expresses an incredible depth of love. Love between God and 

Jesus; and love for us. Jesus is not a victim; He was not killed by His father; but freely chooses 

to lay down his life so that God’s plan of salvation for many people can be accomplished, for 

God desires that none should perish. (2 Pet. 3:9) 

 

Salvation could not have happened without Jesus, the gate. Jesus said yes. Jesus gave all – for 

you. He asks you for the same whole-hearted commitment. 

 

Jesus takes His life up again in resurrection. Jesus trusted God; He was aware of the plan ahead 

of time. So He said, “I lay down my life and take it up.” When you give Him your whole-hearted 

love, you are raised up in the same way. 

 

Jesus knows all his sheep. He counts them. Are you among that number?  

 

As He counts you, He notices sores, injuries, problems. Life brings those trials. Jesus heals them, 

just like this shepherd pouring oil into the infections of his sheep. To heal wounds is not a one-

time, short-term thing. Sometimes it involves day after day putting yourself in a place where you 

receive that care. Like here. 

 

Jesus carries you at the times you are weak. When you wander away, He’ll leave the ninety-nine 

because every single one of you are important to Him. Did you hear it in Ezekiel? God loves you 

so much that He will pursue you into those dark places, into enemy fire, even if it costs Him 

dearly. God reaches to you. Then he will bring you out. 

 

Jesus knows every sheep. Jesus says, there are many sheep all over the world – and in this 

neighborhood. The sheep belong to Jesus before they even hear His voice, for they have been 

given him by the Father. (see Jn 10:29; 6:37-39, 44-45, 65) God uses you to go seek them out 

because sheep are always to be called. Jesus puts you in charge so “there will be one flock, one 

shepherd” (v. 16). And Jesus says, “I will be with you every moment as you go on this mission.” 

(see Mt. 28:20) 

 

WATCH THE VIDEO again. 
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Hear his voice? It’s a loving, sacrificial voice calling you home. Softly and tenderly Jesus is 

calling, calling all sinners come home. 

 

AMEN 


