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Read also Isaiah 57:15-19, 60:1-5, 9 

 

Who believes this statement: 

“God doesn’t want anyone (to be) lost, but God’s giving everyone space and time to 

change” (2 Pet. 3:9 Message). 

 

Do you think there are qualifiers to that statement? Is there a limit or boundary? What if people 

don’t know they neeeed to change?  

 

What if they especially don’t want you to tell them? 

 

Steve Netniss talked about Israel last week in his message about Paul, and he spoke about Israel 

finding itself in a multicultural world, sandwiched between the Greeks and Romans. Now 

originally when Israel began as a national presence and the people moved into and settled in the 

land God had given them, God said, don’t intermingle; don’t intermarry, and don’t adopt other 

peoples’ religions. But over time, Israel didn’t really listen. And, eventually the nation was 

overcome by other nations and the people dispersed into the surrounding cultures. Later, a small 

remnant of people returned once again to the land God had given them, but never ruling 

independently there, as they once had.  

 

So God’s people lived in the midst of Greeks and Romans – all known to them as Gentiles. And 

the Jews’ cultural identity was defined by their religion. Everything depended on that identity; 

else they would not even be a people. So it was highly important to keep their beliefs and laws; 

to observe dietary restrictions. 

 

So this people who once were destined by God to be a blessing to all the nations of the earth kind 

of became exclusive and inwardly focused. They looked at themselves as God’s people or even 

“favorites,” instead of thinking of themselves as “a light shining on others” to bring the blessing 

of God. They began to keep themselves apart. They even referred to the Gentiles as “outsiders” 

and “sinners” and “dogs” and “uncircumcised heathens” (Eph 2:11). Pretty narrow thinking.  

 

The Jews and the Gentiles were kind of like the Hatfields and McCoys, for whom it would take 

100 years to overcome their differences. They were like the Capulets and Montagues. The chasm 

between them could not be gapped. Even music was written to express the feud between them. 

Listen. (Sergey Prokofiev – “Montagues and Capulets”)
1
 So we understand divisions and walls 

very well. 

 

Now how would God bridge that gulf? How would God overcome these hostilities? How do you 

tear down such a massive wall? There seems to be no way!  

 

What God does is absolutely amazing. Are you ever so taken by God’s wisdom, power, and 

uniqueness to deal with humans that you just love knowing God? That’s how this story makes 

me feel. As you listen, you can almost envision the orchestration of the Holy Spirit going from 

here to there, setting each person up to embrace what God wants.  

 

                                                 
1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RFq7cOVDF0, accessed 1/6/11.   



© 2011 Ginger Hertenstein          Acts 10:1-33                2 

FPCD     How God Bridges the Culture Gap            

January 9, 2011   
 

 

Don’t ever think there’s a wall in your life that God cannot cross. Listen . . . 

 

(Tell the story of Acts 10:1-8) 

 

So you have the Spirit of God speaking to this Gentile in Caesarea and Cornelius responds. The 

angel was powerful and the encounter scared Cornelius to death. But being in the military he 

overcomes his fears and follows orders that very day.  

 

Meanwhile, about 30 miles south of Caesarea in Joppa (now Tel Aviv), the next day about noon 

Peter is up on the roof for his time of prayer. And he gets hungry. I understand. Ever get 

distracted in prayer? You thought we were the only ones who struggled in prayer, didn’t you? Oh 

no. Peter stopped to pray but his mind is on food so he orders room service. While he’s waiting, 

thinking about lunch, he falls into a trance and has a vision. 

 

(Tell story of vision from 10:11-15, which ends with the admonition, “What God has made 

clean, you must not profane.) Now Peter was very puzzled by the meaning of this vision.  

 

After the vision, the Holy Spirit says to him, “Look, three men are searching for you. Get up; go 

down; and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent them” (10:20). 

 

And that is exactly what happened. With perfect timing the men appeared at the door. 

 

See what I mean about God? How amazing that God orchestrates and times all of this perfectly 

from heaven. I am stunned. God, you see, is aware of everything. Nothing in your life escapes 

God. What a great thought! That’s why we pray. That’s what makes us seek God – God truly is 

near to every one of us, so seeking God is reasonable and profitable. Prayer brings benefits, and 

this story is all a result of prayer on the part of both Peter and the centurion. 

 

So the centurion’s soldier stood at the door waiting. Waiting on Peter. Will he respond to God? 

To invite this Gentile in would be a whole new world of uncharted territory. He would break 

down all that gave him his Jewish identity. It would mean something entirely new. 

 

Ever tried something entirely new? –maybe a diet or new exercise program or new job. Ever 

reached out of your comfort zone? This event was certainly not in Peter’s comfort zone. We just 

saw the way he reacted to the vision. “I’ve NEVER done that before!” 

 

In fact, I wonder if the time Peter walked on the water flashed in his mind. Scripture lays out no 

template to guide him; no mandate. In fact, taking this new step was like walking on water.  

 

But God is breaking down a barrier.  

 

God is opening a way into a realm where previously there was nothing but hostility. Quietly but 

definitively God led these two men and both obeyed. Peter was the messenger who went. “So 

Peter invited them in ” (23) (READ 10:23b-29) 

 

And there the Jew and the Gentile talked together. Two cultures with a history of hostility and 

division listened to each other’s stories. Cornelius told Peter what had happened to him. Then 
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with an open ended invitation, he said to Peter, “So now all of us are here in the presence of God 

to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say” (33). 

 

See, when God is involved, when we seek God, when we trust that God is leading us, there is 

peace. Communication occurs. But it happens as a result of people who are devoted, generous, 

prayerful. It happens when people take their faith seriously. 

 

As Peter pondered what to say to Cornelius about Jesus, I wonder if he remembered the grace he 

experienced on the beach when he saw Jesus after denying Him?  

 

I wonder if the words “Peter do you love me? Feed my sheep” reverberated in his ears.  

 

I wonder if he recalled Jesus down on His knees trying to wash Peter’s feet while Peter recoiled 

and said ignorantly, you will never wash my feet!     

 

I’m thinking all that grace and love he received is what he authentically extended to Cornelius. 

And there that Jew and Gentile stood and the wall crumbled between them as Peter baptized 

Cornelius in the name of Jesus. 

 

While living in LA I spoke with some foster kids who lived in transitional housing. Their most 

pressing question about the Christian faith was, “What about people who don’t know about 

Jesus? What about people of other religions. Will they not be saved?”  

 

“Is Jesus the only way?” 

 

You need to be able to answer this.  

 

Erwin McManus suggests that the real question is this: does God care about that as much as we 

do? 

 

Here’s what Jesus would say: There is no other God coming for you, passionately pursuing you 

to forgive you and heal you of your brokenness. No other god gives light and life to the spirit.  

 

Peter said, “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears 

him and does what is right is acceptable to him” (10:34-35).   

 

Our God reaches out to all people, and He teaches us to do the same. Are you letting that desire 

rule your heart? 

 

I asked you if you believe this statement: “God doesn’t want anyone (to be) lost, but God’s 

giving everyone space and time to change” (2 Pet. 3:9 Message). 

 

Peter wrote it. May you and I be messengers who break down walls with that marvelous news.  

 

AMEN 


