
© 2010 Ginger Hertenstein          Joseph Thwarts Satan’s Threat Against Jesus                1 

FPCD                     Matthew 2:1-18 

December 12, 2010   
 

 

Read also Hosea 11:1, Jeremiah 31:15-17, Isaiah 25:1, 3-5, 7-9  

 

How clear is the second coming of Christ to you? You’ve read about it in the Bible, right? You 

know it will happen, right?  This week in your One Year Bible you just began reading the book 

of Revelation. So this week you read that Jesus will come on the clouds and all will see Him 

(Rev 1:7); He will rule the earth.  

 

But is it perfectly clear?  

 

Dozens of books have been written about it, like the Left Behind series – even movies have been 

made. Have they left no doubt in your mind? 

 

As clear as Jesus’ return is to you is about how clear to Israel was the Messiah’s coming. I would 

posit that they could not conceive of how it would actually unfold any better than we can 

conceive of Jesus’ second coming. 

 

It’s like Monday morning quarterbacking. It’s all clear on Monday. We can fit the pieces 

together. The Messiah’s coming wasn’t that easy to see at the time. 

 

This past summer some unique planetary alignments occurred for a period of time when Venus, 

Saturn, Mars and the crescent Moon appeared in the western sky in tight conjunction. It was 

followed by the Perseid meteor shower, (from the constellation Perseus).
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Did you notice? Did you go out in the middle of the night to see it? It was a naked eye event. 

How many of you paid attention? I saw it once – but only because my father said, get up, get 

away from city lights, and watch for it. But probably not a majority of people watched it. 

 

And so the people in the city of Jerusalem might easily have missed the star. But God helped the 

right people see it. God moves some people to do stuff. 

 

Like the wise men. These astronomers; these scholarly observers of celestial bodies noticed that 

star. And God put a dream in them and they were moved. Then they “went with it,” or obeyed, 

you might say. 

 

The Greek word “magi” (µαγοι) originated from a Persian word, and referred to a priestly class. 

These Gentile men gained special insight into world affairs from observing the planets and stars 

(thus, wise men); they possessed secret wisdom, (i.e., astrologers). So these three magi took their 

life’s work and upon observing this star, they gave their work to the pursuit of God. In alignment 

with their interests, they followed God’s lead. 

 

Many of you do that here at FPCD – use their computer skills, or artistic or teaching or financial 

and organizational skills for God’s work. 

 

To the magi, this star was a sign of God’s activity. This was a “God moment” and they noticed. 

The Holy Spirit gives lots of signs, clues, and hints of God events and seekers of God see them.   

                                                 
1
http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at-nasa/2010/05aug_perseids/  
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Once Jesus advised His disciples, know how to interpret the signs of the times (Mt 24). In a way 

this means, know there is more going on in the world. God is at work! And while we can’t 

always understand it, we are to be a witness to Him. 

 

That’s exactly what the wise men were doing. They interpreted this star as “God’s at work; let’s 

go worship the Christ.” Therefore they were good men in God’s eyes – noticing the signs, and 

witnessing to Christ. Well, how were they a witness? 

 

You might say, non-Jews? How were they a witness to Israel’s Messiah?  

 

If you remember your Old Testament history, Israel was exiled; lost their nation because they 

turned from God. They were sent to places “in the east” – like Babylon and Assyria and Persia. 

They lived there- and practiced their religion.      

 

The exile was punishment, but God never punishes without hope. God always gives an 

opportunity for full recovery. That is one reason I am a Christian. If you get off track as a 

Christian and yet you turn back to God, God will eventually use all those hard circumstances to 

your benefit. 

 

So the wise men heard about the Jewish faith and believed. And God rewarded their efforts. The 

more you seek God, the more God will open your eyes to God. He did exactly that for the magi. 

 

So they followed the star to pay homage to this “King of the Jews;” they searched diligently; 

then when they found Him they were overwhelmed with joy. 

 

They delighted to be on this quest! 

They were looking to pay homage! 

They packed up precious gifts and money to give Him! 

 

Sometimes their path was unclear. Do you relate to that? Faith is always like that. We move 

forward little by little; prayer by prayer. 

 

They weren’t exactly sure where to go for information about this king, so went to Jerusalem, 

Israel’s capitol. But they encountered a king who did not share their enthusiasm – no, his 

response to Jesus was quite the opposite.  

 

And what does someone in power do to keep his power? He wields it. Herod executed two sons, 

their mother, and then later, a third son.
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But God was aware of all that. And God’s plan was for the magi to find His Messiah. Herod was 

unable to stop their worship and their homage. 

 

What stops you from worshipping the King? Fear of opposition? Fear of ridicule?  

                                                 
2
L. I. Levine, “Herod the Great” in The Anchor Bible Dictionary, David Noel Freedman, ed.-in-chief (NY: 

Doubleday, 1992), III.161-169. 
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Don’t fear the opposition. You see, God has it in control. God worked out this amazing plan in 

the midst of it. Think of the timing and each piece of the puzzle: 

• Gentiles worshiped Jesus – that’s the Holy Spirit’s peek at the future 

• Gifts were brought, which would pay for their flight to Egypt 

• Joseph, having said yes to the first dream did not back off when told to flee 

 

The wise men, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus all slipped away from all danger by God’s leading. But 

they had to “obey God” and “go now.” Obedience pays off. 

 

Meanwhile, Herod lived up to his reputation, which is well-documented. Augustus said of him, 

“I would rather be Herod’s dog than his son.” Life to Herod was expendable, so killing 20 

defenseless babies in this rampage was all in a day’s work.      

 

Herod lived out Psalm 2 which reads:  

“Why do the nations rage, and the peoples plot in vain?  The kings of the earth set 

themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and his anointed, 

saying, "Let us burst their bonds asunder, and cast their cords from us" (v. 1-3).  

 

So God moved His Son to Egypt, just like His people. 

 

God saved this infant child just like God saved Moses. You see, Jesus identified 100% with his 

people and with us, going through the same struggles and threats. 

 

Then, at the right time, when these cruel kings were dead, God brought them out. 

 

God has been at work through the ages protecting and proceeding with God’s plan of salvation, 

despite Satan’s attempt to destroy it. 

 

The Psalmist’s words continue . . . when the nations conspire against God’s anointed … He who 

sits in the heavens laughs; the LORD has them in derision saying, “I have set my king on Zion, 

my holy hill.” (2:4, 6). 

 

God used Joseph and the magi, and God uses you and me to stand strong in faith against the 

enemy – to find our own gifts and talents and use them to honor Jesus Christ. Are you seeking to 

do that like the magi? 

 

If so, you are a wise man or woman. 

  

Are you also putting your profession and your talents in God’s hands for God’s use? If so you 

are like the three astrologers who noticed something heavenly happening. 

 

They used both their talents and their assets to show what they really cared about. If you do the 

same, you make it possible for God’s kingdom to thrive. 
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There is an enemy, the world is a hard place, but Jesus has come into it – making it a most 

hopeful place. 

 

May your life be filled with that hope today, and may we all follow that bright star in the same 

faithful, fruitful way. 

 

AMEN 


