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Read Exodus 33:18-34:9, Mark 9:2-8, 2 Peter 1:16-19 

 

Did you ever have a problem and you just didn’t know what to do? Have you ever been 

overwhelmed by a problem’s magnitude, thinking there’s no way out? Did you ever wake up 

wondering how in the world you got yourself into that mess? That is the picture of Moses’ life at 

this point in the story. 

 

Do you know what his problem is? 

 

Take a look at this picture (on the screen). 

 

It’s such a magnanimous problem that I don’t think any of us have dealt with a problem that big. 

His face reveals how he feels about it. His fist shows his tension. His problem trails him – two 

million people whom he is supposed to deliver to the Promised Land; and a God who is mad at 

them. God said, “You take them, Moses, but I will not go with those stubborn people or I might 

kill them on the way.” 

 

Take a look at Moses’ face once more and think of your own problem. Do you, too, wonder what 

to do? Many times life confronts us with problems we cannot handle.  

 

Yet the choir sang, “You have given humans a crown of glory and honor, and you have put them 

in charge of everything you made, putting all things under their authority” (Ps 8:4, 6). 

 

Moses doesn’t want to be in charge anymore.  

 

What about you? What about your problem? Tired of struggling with it? How do you handle it? 

Where do you go for help? 

 

Some people drink. Some people run away. Some people make meaningless movies, like the one 

that just opened called “Grown Ups,” which is about five men who handle life’s problems by 

refusing to grow up. 

 

I’m sure Moses assessed his life and remembered how he handled the first problem. He killed the 

Egyptian and then ran away, banished for 40 years. Moses did something different this time. He 

told those two million people – “You have a problem with God. God’s going to think about what 

to do with you.” And the people were dismayed. They took off their party clothes and sobered 

up. 

 

After telling the people the truth, Moses immediately turned to God. He was absolutely honest 

with God too. “If you don’t go with me, I cannot do this.” The most precious, valuable lesson 

Moses had learned in life thus far was when in trouble, turn to God. 

 

Moses was caught in the middle. He loved those people and he loved God. Jesus is like that; 

Jesus loves God, and Jesus loves us too. So Moses was an intermediary, just like Jesus is for us. 
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What do you do when you are in trouble? Do you turn to God, being honest about the problem? 

Moses said, “I can’t do this.” God watched Moses’ response to this problem, because our 

personal response to God means everything to God.  

 

What you do and how you turn to God, matters. It can make all the difference in the course of 

your whole life. 

 

Moses spilled his guts, “God, only your presence makes my life valuable, and only your presence 

makes your people distinct. So think about them, God! You can’t ditch them. If you are not 

there, we can’t make it.” 

 

And God completely reversed his decision according to Moses’ prayer! What a surprise! Learn 

the power of prayer and an obedient life. Prof. John Durham translates God’s response like this: 

“Thus will I dispel your anxiety . . . Indeed the very thing you have spoken, I will do: because you 

really have found favor in my estimation, and I know you by name.”
 1
 

 

Moses, despite all his ups and downs and worries about the people’s sin and his own inadequacy, 

had gained the favor of God and God knew him. 

 

Wow, that’s an amazing thought. Of all the billions of people, God looks down, like being on 

Google Satellite, zeroes in on your neighborhood, your house and you! Simply because Moses 

sought God earnestly, Moses gained God’s favor. And you can too. God will draw close to you, 

and hear your prayers, too, if you desire it with all your heart. How does that happen? It’s the 

difference between knowing of someone, and knowing someone personally. 

 

Today, George Huttar and I will participate in an installation service for Rev. Craig Sanders’ at 

Grace PC in Arlington. Now I might tell you I know Craig Sanders. But the truth is, I am only 

acquainted with him. I’ve met him twice. But George Huttar really knows Craig Sanders, 

because he was once your pastor here.  

 

Knowing God is like that. We can know of God, like I know Craig Sanders; but not have much 

personal experience with God.  

 

We can know God personally if we take the time and set our minds to it. But it takes more time 

with God than simply coming to church on Sunday morning. 

 

Well Moses wanted more of God. He wanted to see God. Moses wanted to see that Yahweh was 

present, like we want to know that God is really here.  

 

The disciples experienced this when Jesus took Peter, James, and John up on the mountain and 

let them see who He really was. You heard how Peter testified that the event transformed Peter’s 

faith and gave him a new perspective. Moses asked for that same kind of experience. “Show me 

your glory, I pray” (Ex 33:18). 

                                                 
1
Translations used in this sermon are from John I. Durham, “Exodus” in Word Biblical Commentary, ed. 

David A. Hubbard, Bruce M. Metzger, and Glenn W. Barker (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1987), 444, 450.  
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Amazingly, God says okay; with qualifications.   

 

Although he wasn’t allowed to see God, God said, “There’s a place where you can stand near 

me; you are to position yourself on the rocky cliff; when my glory passes by, I will place you in 

a fissure of the rocky cliff, and I will screen you with the palm of my hand until I have passed 

by. Then I will remove my palm, so that you may see where I have passed. My Presence is not to 

be seen.” (John Durham translation of Ex 33:20-23.) And God would speak to Moses, just like 

God spoke to the disciples when Jesus was transfigured. 

 

Do you want to draw near to God like Moses and the disciples? It’s a transforming, faith building 

event. God answers those who take the time to seek Him.  

 

Moses was to chisel out two stone tablets for God to write on them. Then early the next morning, 

God said, “Go up the mountain and position yourself in readiness for me on the summit of the 

mountain.” No one was to be with him and no one was to be seen anywhere on the mountain.  

 

Everything happened just as planned. Moses made the tablets, went up the mountain, and 

Yahweh came down in the cloud. He took his place and God called out his name, and described 

Himself. This description is repeated eight times in the Old Testament, thus it is very important 

and we need to understand it. (Ex 34:3-7) 

 

Yahweh, Yahweh (the same God who was with them since Egypt) 

Compassionate and favorably disposed 

• God is inclined to act favorably toward you. This is part of God’s character. For 

example, if I described my husband to you, I would say, “my husband is inclined to 

give people the benefit of the doubt – always.” Well, God is inclined toward being 

compassionate – always. 

Reluctant to grow angry and full of unchanging love and reliableness 

Keeping unchanging love for the thousands 

• Think of how Israel acted: They got scared at the sea, they complained about water; 

they demanded food; they were scared to death at the mountain. Even though these 

people had little faith, God didn’t get angry. God provided for them graciously. God 

loves you no matter what. 

Taking away guilt, transgression, and sin 

• They failed by worshipping the calf. Moses feared God would abandon them. But God 

tells him otherwise. God absorbed their sin because of Moses’ intercession. Now, 

Jesus has assumed the role of intercessor. Jesus carries, and absorbs our offenses so 

we gain forgiveness.   

Yet certainly not neglecting just punishment,  

Holding sons and grandsons responsible for the guilt of the fathers  

To the third and the fourth generations.  

• You know how it seems that our children tend to pick up our worst traits? (and our 

good ones too!) That’s what it’s like. Our children will be affected by our sins. 

Psychologists know this. But there is always hope for everyone who turns to God for 

help. God will redeem any situation that you place in God’s hands.  
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• But God will not compromise to our whims. We must take God exactly as God is.  

 

This summarizes the entire Old Testament. It tells us about God’s character, which is always 

loving, consistent, faithful, forgiving, yet allowing consequences to fall. God hears prayers and 

reverses calamities. What can we conclude? God is good, loving, and just.  When Moses heard 

these words, he fell to his knees and worshipped God. 

 

Will you worship God today?  AMEN 


